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ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES FOR 21ST CCLC

· Strong partnerships between schools and community-based/faith-based organizations should be required.  In order to ensure that programs are high quality, creative and maximize the potential of each local community, strong partnerships that emphasize collaboration, communication and alignment between schools and community-based/faith-based organizations should be at the core of 21st CCLC grants.  Community organizations, faith-based organizations and school districts should all be permitted to be the lead applicants for 21st CCLC grants.

· 21st CCLC should be used to enhance and complement—but not replicate—learning during the school day.  Quality afterschool programs are at the forefront of innovation and reform when it comes to engaging children in their own learning.  Many children who are prone to drop out of school cite boredom and lack of relevance as the reason they leave school.  There are stories across the country of children who have re-engaged in school and whose lives have been turned around as a result of participation in afterschool programs.  Quality expanded learning opportunities provide children and youth with hands on, student-centered learning that motivates and inspires them.  These meaningful experiences, involving science, math, physical activity, music, arts and opportunities for service, complement but do not replicate the traditional school day and take place in an environment that is less stressful than the traditional school day.  21st CCLC programs should continue to provide opportunities for mentoring, tutoring, internships, apprenticeships, college and career exploration and even jobs.  When possible, consideration should be given to allowing students to earn credit for the learning that takes place in afterschool settings. 

· Changes to 21st CCLC policies should not lead to a reduction in the number of children or communities served by 21st CCLC funding.  On any given day, more than 15 million children are unsupervised after school.  During tight budgetary times, we need to leverage resources to ensure we are keeping children safe, helping working parents and inspiring learning.  No particular program or model of expanded learning should receive priority over another.  A cap on grant size or similar language should be included to ensure that no changes to 21st CCLC policies result in the reduction of the number of children currently served in afterschool programs, the hours these children are served or a reduction in the number of communities being served.


· 21st CCLC-funded programs should maintain parental choice and parental engagement.  Quality afterschool programs succeed because parents and children choose to attend.  This forces programs to ensure that the learning is meaningful, engaging and relevant, particularly for older children and youth.  In addition, because afterschool programs operate before and after the traditional school day, it makes it easier for working parents to interact with afterschool instructors.  For working parents, particularly those who did not have a positive experience in school or who are intimidated by school personnel, afterschool programs can be a bridge between themselves and educators, especially when the afterschool providers are members of the community with whom the parents feel more comfortable.  In addition, 21st CCLC-funded programs should continue to focus on reaching the most at-risk students to ensure that federal funding is appropriately directed to students most in need of additional supports.  For these reasons, 21st CCLC programs should continue to emphasize parental engagement and parental choice and participation in any 21st CCLC funded program should NOT be mandatory for all students in a grade or in a school.  

· States should continue to hold competitions to ensure that funding goes to quality programs.  Based on a decade of data, enhancements should be made to the law to help ensure that much needed 21st CCLC funds go to programs of the highest quality.  States have built an infrastructure to support 21st CCLC programs over the past decade and know their communities and constituents well; therefore states should remain in charge of the distribution of 21st CCLC grants and providing technical assistance.  Technical assistance should focus on strategies to improve quality of the programs, including the strength and collaborative nature of the partnerships, the quality of instruction and evaluation/continuous improvement.  Indicators of success used in formative and summative evaluations should include: attendance; on-time grade promotion; attitudes about learning; grades; homework completion; broadening student skill sets and expanding connections to mentors, community teachers and tutors.



