DIRECTIONS: COPY AND PASTE THIS DOCUMENT INTO A NEW WORD DOCUMENT.  Be sure to attach the Afterschool for All Sign Up form with your letter.
[Insert Date: Month, Day, Year]
The Honorable [Insert First and Last Name]
[Insert Mayor’s address]
Dear Mayor [Insert Last Name]:
I am writing to commend your administration’s support for afterschool programs serving the youth and families of [insert your town or city].  Given your demonstrated commitment to positive youth development and safety, I would like to invite you to join Afterschool for All, an important national effort designed to demonstrate support for more afterschool programs in our communities.  As a partner in this effort, you would be joining a distinguished list of 170 mayors nationwide who support the goal of afterschool programs for all the children and youth who need them.  

Everyday, mayors are on the frontlines to address the challenges that city leaders face.  You see firsthand the issues facing our communities and often are the ones who must forge solutions.  In the U.S. today, more than 15 million children are alone after school.  These are the hours when youth are at greatest risk of being perpetrators or victims of crime, of drug abuse, teen pregnancy and other risky behaviors.  

Afterschool programs are one solution that all mayors can support.  Quality programs keep kids safe, help working families, and inspire learning.  Children and youth in afterschool programs do better in school, and are less likely to get in trouble.  They have opportunities to develop the academic, social and professional skills they need to be successful adults.  

We encourage you to show your support, and be recognized for your leadership, by returning the enclosed form and joining Afterschool for All.  In addition to prominent organizations such as the National PTA, the YMCA of the USA, AARP and the U.S. Conference of Mayors, corporate leaders IBM, Time Warner, and Allstate Insurance have signed on as well as all four major sports leagues: the NBA, NFL, NHL, and MBL.  Mayors from New York to Houston, from Boston to Las Vegas, from Philadelphia to Miami and everywhere in between are also on board.  A copy of the complete Partner List is available online at: www.afterschool2010.org.
Signing on to Afterschool for All provides a unique opportunity to showcase your leadership on afterschool, and to lend support to this national effort.  There are no stated requirements for being a partner of Afterschool for All.  The names of partners will be used only as a testament to the broad and diverse support that exists for afterschool.

Thank you for your support, and your leadership.
Sincerely,

[insert your name]
Encl. 
