Afterschool Alliance

AFTERSCHOOL FOR ALL

February 25, 2014

The Honorable Dan Kildee

United States House of Representatives
327 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rosa DelLauro

United States House of Representatives
2413 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Kildee and Congresswoman Delauro:

On behalf of the millions of children and families served by afterschool programs across the
country, we are writing to thank you for introducing the Afterschool for America’s Children Act. The
undersigned organizations support this important legislation that strengthens the 21* Century
Community Learning Centers (21% CCLC) initiative—providing the next generation of before-school,
afterschool and summer learning programs that keep young people safe, inspire them to learn and
support working families. Thank you for your leadership in making quality, affordable afterschool
programs available to all the children and youth that need them.

For more than ten years the 21°' Century Community Learning Center initiative has helped millions
of children to become engaged in their academic studies, while sparking new interests in a wide
variety of topics from the sciences to theater. Building on past accomplishments and serving as a
companion bill to the bipartisan Afterschool for America’s Children Act in the Senate, your
legislation supports the innovative advances occurring in before-school, afterschool and summer
learning programs, meeting a host of new challenges and re-engaging children in their education
and future.

Authorized in Title IV of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), the 21 CCLC
initiative provides students attending high-poverty schools with academic enrichment activities; a
broad array of additional services designed to reinforce and complement the regular academic
program, such as: hands on experiments to excite children about science, technology, engineering
and math, access to physical activity, drug and violence prevention programs, counseling
programs, art, music, opportunities to be creative and technology education programs; as well as
literacy and related educational development services to the families of children who are served in
the program. In addition, afterschool programs provide an infrastructure to bring in other resources
to our children including access to mentors, tutors, snacks and meals, and in some places medical,
dental and mental health programs. Your legislation will enhance the quality of these programs;
better emphasize science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), twenty first century skills,
and physical activity and nutrition education; improve the manner in which the program is
evaluated; and strengthen the school-community partnerships that are the hallmark of quality
afterschool and summer learning programs.

Quality 21* CCLC programs result from collaborations between schools and community-based
organizations and provide hands-on, experiential learning opportunities that align with lessons
taught during the school-day. Evaluations and teacher reports have revealed positive results in
behavior and academic achievement for students who regularly attend 21st CCLCs: students who
attend 21st CCLC programs more regularly are more likely to improve their grades, test scores and



overall academic behavior (Learning Point Associates, 2007). There are now over 4,500 grants
funding afterschool programs serving over 1.5 million children and youth in over 11,000 school-
based and community-based centers across the country. The parents of 18 million students would
place their children in an afterschool program if one were available and accessible.

Our groups are proud to endorse this legislation. Thank you again for championing our children,
our youth and our families. Afterschool programs offer an effective and affordable way of helping
young people realize their full potential. We look forward to working with you in the future to
translate our common vision of access to high quality afterschool opportunities for all into a reality.

Signed:
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State and Local Organizations
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http://www.cyitc.org/
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