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January 15, 2010

Corporation for National and Community Service

Attention: Stephanie Soper

Room 10708A

1201 New York Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20525

<<<Submitted Via Email SIFinput@cns.gov>>>

Ms. Soper,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Corporation’s Federal Register Notice regarding the Social Innovation Fund (SIF) under the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act of 2009.  

The Afterschool Alliance is working to ensure that all children have access to quality afterschool and summer learning opportunities.  Our network of more than 26,000 afterschool partners is expanding learning opportunities for students nationwide and tapping community partners to provide engaging, hands-on activities that raise school attendance, academic achievement and graduation rates.  As such, we respectfully submit the following comments in response to the Proposed Notice of Funds Available (NOFA) for Social Innovation Fund Awards, as posted in the Federal Register on December 29, 2009. 

We commend the Corporation for focusing on youth development, specifically their efforts in improving measurable outcomes in the area of preparing America’s youth for success in school, active citizenship, productive work, and healthy and safe lives. Quality afterschool programs provide an excellent platform to achieve results in each of these categories by focusing on activities such as academic assistance, service learning, hands-on science, career and college preparedness, physical activity and nutrition education, and more. 

We further appreciate the prioritizing of areas that have been traditionally underserved by the philanthropic community, such as rural areas. This prioritization should also take into account urban, tribal and other communities that have struggled to receive private funding for afterschool programs. 
We would like to see future instructions specify that national, youth-serving non-profit organizations that oversee a network or federated structure of non profit affiliates, chapters, or independent entities, qualify as eligible grantmaking institutions under the Social Innovation Fund. 

Finally, the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act of 2009 allows for 10% of SIF funds to be awarded on a competitive basis directly to community-based organizations serving low-income communities for the expansion or replication of proven programs.  Eliminating the grantmaking intermediary would ensure more immediate impact in the community and conserve the 20% of a SIF award that can be used by an intermediary for program costs for direct services in communities of need. We ask that you include this 10% set aside in the final SIF Notice.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to the Corporation for National and Community Service on the recent Social Innovation Fund Notice.

Sincerely,
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Jodi Grant

Executive Director



