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Housekeeping Notes 
 

 

Experiencing Delays? 
Try closing out the other programs 

running on your computer. 

Have a question or comment? 
Use the group chat to interact with presenters 

and other participants. 



Agenda 
 

Lights On Overview & New Planning Tools (Ursula 

Helminski, Afterschool Alliance) 

 

 

Tips from a Lights On Organizer (Mark Cowsert, 

Afterschool Ambassador Alum, Missouri AfterSchool 

Network) 

 

 

Media Strategies (Lisa Lederer, PR Solutions) 



 

 

1 million Americans 

celebrate at  

8,000 + events 

nationwide 
 





Why host a Lights On Afterschool event? 
 

✔ Call attention to your program’s successes 

✔ Show community leaders youth and program in action 

✔ Highlight the need for more resources 

✔ Start or solidify a relationship with elected officials 

✔ Engage private sector and local business 

✔Get media coverage/develop media relationships 

✔ Nurture new partnerships and funders 

✔ Build awareness and goodwill in the community 

✔Give your children, your staff and parents something to 

celebrate! 



Step 1: Register  
 



Step 1: Register 
 

10 Free Posters 

Weekly Lights On planning tips  

Be Counted! 



Step 2: Get Inspired 

  
 



Event Themes & Ideas  Searchable Ideas Database 





Step 3: Get Planning 

Our Event Planning Guide has 

everything you need to: 
 

 

• Showcase students & tips on involving 

youth in planning and celebration 

• Involve partners & use your own or see 

our list of local supporters 

• Sample invitation to policymakers, 

business leaders & more! 



afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm  





Events Can Be Easy 

1. Decorate light bulb art 

 

1. Host an open house 

 

1. Put on a talent show 



Keys to Success 

✔Build event around your goals  

 

✔Make the most of existing 

relationships & resources 

 

✔Involve youth 
 

afterschoolalliancedc @afterschool4all 

#LightsOnAfterschool 



Speaker 
 

Mark Cowsert  
 

Missouri AfterSchool Network, 

Afterschool Ambassador Alum 













Speaker 
 

Lisa Lederer 
 
Afterschool Alliance 
PR Solutions 



Media Strategies that Work  

✔ It’s the most visible time of the year for afterschool programs 

✔ There are many ways to be effective in engaging media 

✔ Think about all types of outlets in your market 

✔ Think about all types of news you can make 

✔Make it easy for journalists to cover your event 

✔ Prepare succinct, powerful, relatable messages 

✔ Select diverse, compelling messengers 

✔ Lay the foundation for ongoing relationships 

✔ Use the tools the Afterschool Alliance has created 

 













Questions? 
 



Don’t Forget to Celebrate! 
 


