[image: image1.png]Afterschool Alliance

AFTERSCHOOL FOR ALL




October 15, 2009
The Honorable Blanche Lincoln
United States Senate
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
District of Columbia 20510-0404

Dear Senator Lincoln:

On behalf of the millions of children and families served by afterschool programs across the country, we are writing to thank you for introducing the After-School Partnerships Improve Results in Education Act (ASPIRE Act.)  The undersigned organizations strongly support this important legislation that provides targeted investments for afterschool programs serving older youth – programs that keep kids safe, inspire them to learn and support working families.  Your longstanding support for our goal of making quality, affordable afterschool programs available to all the children and youth that need them is commendable.
Afterschool programs provide myriad benefits to all who participate, but the majority of programs are geared toward younger children. According to the 2009 report America After 3 PM, 8.4 million children in the U.S. are in afterschool programs. But just 7 percent of students (a little over one million) in grades 9-12 participate in afterschool programs. The report also found that there are 3.9 million high school students who would participate if programs were available.

In spite of the autonomy that typically comes with age, teens still need guidance and adult supervision to help keep them safe, in school and on the path to success in life. While the rate of juvenile crime triples between 3 PM and 6 PM, older youth who participate in quality afterschool programs geared towards them avoid those pitfalls and are given a boost both academically and developmentally. 

Programs for middle and high school students are designed to attract, engage and meet the varied needs of more autonomous older youth. Programs for older youth often include elements to overcome barriers that often keep this age group away, including the need to work, family responsibilities and disinterest. Quality afterschool programs aimed at this age group include relevant and hand-on learning opportunities that are grounded in the real world, such as part-time work, internships or apprenticeships. This type of real-world learning helps keep students engaged in school and provides them with marketable skills for their future in the workforce.  
The ASPIRE Act will provide a greater focus on afterschool programs for middle and high school students to improve academic achievement, lower dropout rates, and help develop our future workforce. As you know, the bill authorizes a two-pronged grant program for national and local afterschool programs that target older youth who are struggling in school, come from low-income families, or attend schools in a rural area. 
Our groups are proud to endorse this legislation.  Afterschool programs offer an effective and affordable way of overcoming obstacles confronting older youth, helping them realize their full potential.  We look forward to working with you in the future to translate our common vision of high quality afterschool opportunities for all into a reality.
Signed:
Afterschool Alliance
After-School All-Stars
Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence
BEACON After School Program, Grand County School District (Utah)
Boys & Girls Club of Utah County (Utah)
Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP)
Citizen Schools
Children's Service Society (Utah)
Collaborative for Building After-School Systems
Community Education Partnership of West Valley City, Inc., (Utah)
Delaware AfterSchool Alliance
First Focus
Food Research and Action Center

Georgia Afterschool Investment Council

Higher Achievement
Maryland Out of School Time Network
Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership
Michigan After-School Partnership
National Collaboration for Youth
National PTA
New Frontiers for Families (Utah)

New Mexico Out-of-School Time Network
Oregon After School for Kids
Pennsylvania Statewide Afterschool Youth Development Network
Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance
Salt Lake County 4-H After-School (Utah)
Save the Children
The After School Corporation (TASC) 
The YMCA of the USA
Utah Afterschool Network
West Virginia Statewide Afterschool Network
YMCA of Greater Salt Lake and Ogden
Youth Service America
