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October 30, 2009

Attention: Investing in Innovation Comments

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW.,

Room 4W321

Washington, DC 20202
Docket ID ED-2009-O11-0012

Attention: Investing in Innovation Comments from the Afterschool Alliance
Dear Secretary Duncan:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Department’s October 2009 Federal Register Notice regarding the Investing in Innovation Fund established under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  We strongly commend the Department for recognizing the need for a comprehensive approach to education reform and turnaround of low-performing schools that includes expanded learning, afterschool and summer opportunities, and draws on partnerships with community-based organizations.  

The Afterschool Alliance is working to ensure that all children, especially at-risk and struggling learners, have access to quality afterschool and summer opportunities.  Our network of more than 26,000 afterschool partners is expanding learning opportunities for students nationwide and tapping community partners to provide engaging, hands-on activities that raise school attendance, graduation rates and overall school success.  As such we respectfully submit the following comments in response to the proposed guidance: 

On page 52218 of the Federal Register announcement, under Proposed Absolute Priority 4—

Innovations That Turn Around Persistently Low-Performing Schools, we commend you for including the first example on expansion of the school day, school week and school year. However we also suggest clarifying that expanded learning time should include collaboration with community-based partners, use of a hands-on, interactive approach, service-learning, mentoring, and youth development to increase student achievement. 

Also on page 55218, under the same Proposed Absolute Priority 4, in the third point, please consider noting in the examples included in parenthesis that afterschool programs can provide older youth with critical academic supports including credit attainment and recovery opportunities.

Thank you for your continued emphasis on encouraging states and LEAs to work closely with community partners and afterschool program providers for the common purpose of achieving significant improvement in student outcomes.  As you know, research indicates that youth who develop the kinds of skills afterschool and summer programs nurture, such as leadership, teamwork and conflict resolution, as well as character traits such as motivation and positive behavior, will do better in school and are likely to have more successful futures.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment, please do not hesitate to contact the Afterschool Alliance at 202-347-2030 or jgrant@afterschoolalliance.org if you have any questions. 
Sincerely,
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Jodi Grant

Executive Director


