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Overview

http://www.infoagepub.com/products/The-Growing-Out-of-School-Time-Field














Advancing Policy to 
Support Afterschool



While afterschool is very much a bipartisan 
issue…

Framing the Issue:



Framing the Issue:

…the 2016 elections elevated the need 
to refine how we talk about afterschool 
to reach conservative audiences.



Afterschool in FY2018:
Proposed 

elimination 
of 21st CCLC 

funding

Jan. 
1,400 organizations 

signed a formal letter of 
support for afterschool

Modest increase in Community 
Learning Center funding to 

$1.192 billion -- 25,000 more 
students benefit

By Dec: 
100+ Members of Congress on House & 

Sen. Dear Colleague letters

16,000+ parents sent postcards 

75,000 emails to Congress through 
Afterschool Alliance 



Policy Trend Watch:

• Workforce readiness

• Substance use disorder/Adverse 
childhood experiences

• Social & emotional learning

• State funding

• Local leadership 



What’s Next:

Policy Research

President’s 
FY19 budget 

Return on 
Investment 

study

Public 
opinion 
research 

ESSA advocacy tools

Election resources

America 
After 3PM 

2019

Worker 
productivity 

study*

FY2018 CR
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Securing the Future:  

Pivoting OST from Where and When to What and How

Karen Pittman, President and CEO   The Forum for Youth Investment



Shift the Frame
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School Building, 
School Day

OST

From 

where and 

when…



Shift the Frame

What and 
How of 
Learning 

School 
Partners

OST 
Partners

18

…to what 

and how



Shift the Focus 
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https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/foundations-

young-adult-success-developmental-framework

From 

systems…

https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/foundations-young-adult-success-developmental-framework


Shift the Focus 
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https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/foundations-

young-adult-success-developmental-framework

…to 

children 

and youth

https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/foundations-young-adult-success-developmental-framework


Define and 

Assess the How 
(key youth experiences 

and staff practices)
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Sharpen the Tools

Youth Program Quality Assessment (YPQA) Pyramid.  Weikart Center 

for Youth Program Quality, The Forum for Youth Investment.
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Connect 

the How to 

the What
(SEL 

competencies)

Sharpen the Tools



Document the Why
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Quality = YPQI scores     

Source: C Smith,et al. Quality-Outcomes for Seattle Public Schools 

Summer Programs Summer 2015 Program Cycle (2015) 

https://www.seattleschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_543/File/District/

Departments/Summer%20School/2015-12-22%20Raikes%20Q-

O%20Study_FINAL.pdf

• Gains in the math 

proficiency of students 

participating in high quality 

summer learning programs 

were more than 4 times 

higher than the gains of 

students in medium or low 

quality programs.
Teens participating in the 8 SEL Challenge sites 

experienced skill growth in all 6 SEL domains 

over the course of their program cycles.

Source:  C.Smith et al.  Preparing Youth To Thrive:  

Methodology and Findings from the SEL Challenge (2017)

https://www.selpractices.org/resource/preparing-youth-to-

thrive-methodology-and-findings-from-the-sel-challenge17

https://www.seattleschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_543/File/District/Departments/Summer School/2015-12-22 Raikes Q-O Study_FINAL.pdf
https://www.selpractices.org/resource/preparing-youth-to-thrive-methodology-and-findings-from-the-sel-challenge17


Thank you!


