[Your Address]
 [Date]

[Their Address]

Dear   :

I am writing to invite you to be part of Afterschool for All, a national effort designed by the Afterschool Alliance to bring together diverse voices in support of making quality, affordable afterschool programs available to all youth and children who need them.  As a partner in this effort, you would be joining a coalition of leading organizations and influential individuals who agree that afterschool programs play a critical role for our youth, families and communities.
You can indicate your support for afterschool programs by signing on at http://www.afterschool2010.org/join.cfm.  There is no requirement for inclusion as a partner of Afterschool for All, financial or otherwise, and it only takes a minute to sign on.  It is our hope that this list will simply serve to convey the broad and diverse support that exists for access to afterschool for all children. 

Currently, twenty-five percent of the nation’s children—14.3 million in all—take care of themselves after the school day ends.  This unacceptable situation places youth at great risk—of juvenile crimes, substance abuse, teen pregnancy and other problems.  Research shows that teens are three times more likely to use marijuana or other drugs, and they are more likely to drink alcohol, smoke cigarettes and engage in sexual activity
More than 15,000 organizations and prominent individuals are already Afterschool for All partners.  Partners include sixteen governors, and hundreds of mayors, police chiefs and prosecutors, including those from New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Denver and Seattle.  National organizations such as AARP; the Children’s Defense Fund; Citigroup Inc.; IBM; the Mellon Financial Corporation; the NAACP; the National Council of La Raza; the National PTA; the AFL-CIO; Time Warner; the NBA, NFL, MLB and NHL; The US Conference of Mayors; and YMCA of the USA have also signed on. Other partners include hundreds of regional, state and city organizations; over 300 local afterschool providers; hundreds of individual supporters and approximately 50 colleges and universities.

As afterschool advocates, we are excited about the potential to amass an array of diverse, respected and influential organizations and individuals who believe that all children should have safe, enriching and inspiring places to go in the hours after school. Our nation’s decision makers cannot ignore so powerful a statement.

Thank you in advance for registering your support for Afterschool for All.  Your participation will add weight to this rapidly growing effort. 

Sincerely,

[Your name]
[Phone]

[Email]
