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FEDERAL ACTION ON
AFTERSCHOOL

Led by Representatives lleana Ros-
Lehtinen (R-FL), Dale Kildee (D-MI) and
Shelley Berkley (D-NV), 44 members of the
House of Representatives sent a letter to
leaders of the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services and Education in March, urging the
Subcommittee to support full funding ($2.5
billion) for 21st Century Community
Learning Centers in Fiscal Year 2007.

With more signatures than a similar letter
generated last year, the House letter says, in
part, “The demand for affordable, quality
afterschool experiences far exceeds the
availability of these programs... We
appreciate the difficult budget situation you
face, but we also note that federal funding for
afterschool is supported by nine out of ten
Americans who believe the nation’s children
need a safe, supervised learning environment
to spend their afterschool hours.”

On March 28, 35 Senators, led by
Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and John Ensign
(R-NV), signed a similar letter to the leaders
of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
on Labor, Health and Human Services and
Education, Arlen Specter (R-PA) and Tom
Harkin (D-1A).

The Senate letter says, “We are writing to
request additional funds be included in the
Fiscal Year 2007 Labor, HHS and Education
Appropriations bill for the 21* Century
Community Learning Centers (21* CCLC)
program. Students across America are relying
on Congress to make badly needed funds
available for 21* CCLC Centers so that more
children will have the option of high-quality,
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safe afterschool learning activities critical to
their success in school and in life.”

“These letters demonstrate powerful
support for afterschool programs from
lawmakers on both sides of the political
aisle,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive
Director Jodi Grant. “We are grateful to
every Senator and Representative who signed
on, and to all the afterschool supporters
around the country who urged them to do so.
Federal Action continued on page two...

AFTERSCHOOL FOR ALL
CHALLENGE

Join the Afterschool Alliance and advocates
from around the country for the 5th Annual
Afterschool for All Challenge in Washington,
DC on May 23 and 24. This year the Alliance
is partnering with the National League of Cities
to hold joint networking sessions, a Breakfast of
Champions, and visits to Capitol Hill offices.
Workshops will address afterschool for older
youth, math and science, election-related
advocacy, and more. Time will be allocated to
meet with others from your state and to prepare
to meet with Members of Congress. There will
be special events for youth who attend.

If you cannot come to Washington, please
hold time on May 24 to reach out to elected
officials with messages about afterschool, and
watch for more details in future Afterschool
Advocates. For information on the Challenge
and to register, visit
www.afterschoolalliance.org/challenge _2006.cfm.

NOTE: If you would like 100 Afterschool is
Key postcards to send to lawmakers on May
24, please email info@afterschoolalliance.org
with your postal address, and the Alliance
will send them to you.
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Federal Action continued from page one...
At a time when there is great pressure on the
federal budget, it is vitally important that
lawmakers hear from constituents who want
to make quality afterschool programs
available to every child and family.”

Increasing Education & Health Funding

In related news, in mid-March the Senate
passed the “Specter/Harkin” amendment by
an overwhelming margin of 73 to 27. It
provides an additional $7 billion dollars in
federal funds to support education and health
programs next year.

While the Senate amendment does not
specify the programs that would be funded, it
increases the pool of money for education and
health programs, making it more likely that
21st CCLC and other afterschool initiatives
could see a modest increase or at least avoid
an across-the-board budget cut in the Senate
this year.

House moderates are attempting to pass a
similar measure to increase education and
health spending. On March 28,
Representative Michael Castle (R-DE)
convened a rally at the U.S. Capitol to
demand more funding for domestic
discretionary programs — including Safe and
Drug-Free Schools, No Child Left Behind,
Community Development Block Grants, and
others — in the House Budget Resolution.
Castle thanked advocates who have called
their Representatives to remind them that
education and health programs matter to their
communities. “I will not vote for a House
Budget Resolution that would result in real
cuts to critical federal investments in
education,” he vowed, “[and I] encourage my
colleagues who share these priorities to do the
same.”

Representative Christopher Shays (R-CT)
also lent support at the rally, noting that,
“What they are doing in the Senate makes
sense. As a strong fiscal conservative, |
believe in spending your dollars wisely. That
means investing in education.”

Castle said that House Moderates were
effective in stimulating change in last year’s
budget process, and vowed to “push like heck
to get more dollars” this year.

The House left for a Spring recess before
any votes were taken on the budget
resolution, and will return the week of April
24. House leaders are grappling with pressure
from moderates to increase funding for
programs, and pressure from some
conservatives to make additional cuts. Itis
uncertain whether a vote, similar to the
Specter/Harkin Senate amendment, to add
funds to education and health care programs
will occur in the House, or if opportunities for
additional funding will come at a conference
committee between the House and Senate
later on.

Republican Study Committee

In its Contract with America Renewed,
released on March 13, the Republican Study
Committee (RSC) encouraged Congress to let
“American families keep more of their own
money and spend it on their own priorities,”
and to reduce the federal deficit by some $400
billion over five years. The RSC is a group of
100 House conservatives, led by
Representatives Mike Pence (R-IN) and Jeb
Hensarling (R-TX). Thirty-eight House
members have signed on as co-sponsors of the
Republican Study Committee’s budget.

The Contract targets some 40 government
programs for elimination, including the 21%
Century Community Learning Centers
afterschool initiative. The RSC sent the
Contract to every Member of Congress, and
Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Jodi
Grant responded with a letter that also went to
every Member of Congress. The Alliance
letter says, in part, “I am writing to express
my disappointment in and opposition to the
Republican Study Committee’s
recommendation to eliminate the 21* Century
Community Learning Centers program...
Afterschool programs have proved their
worth, helping students learn, keeping them
safe during the often perilous afternoon hours,
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and relieving their working parents of
childcare worries... | urge you and your
colleagues to join us in our efforts to do all
we can to meet the needs of children and
families, and to reject this recommendation.”

House Republicans and Democrats
recently worked together to prevent the RSC
from bringing its budget proposal to the floor
for a vote. The Afterschool Alliance
continues to monitor all congressional action
and to rally opposition to all measures that
would cut afterschool spending.

21° CCLC Job Opening

As Congress grapples with the budget, the
U.S. Department of Education is recruiting a
new director for the 21% Century Community
Learning Centers program to replace Carol
Mitchell, who resigned in January. “Carol’s
commitment and dedication to afterschool
programs across America has helped improve
the lives of millions of children and families,”
Grant said. “She will be sorely missed.”

The position will be located in the
Academic Improvement and Teacher Quality
Programs office at the Department’s Office of
Elementary and Secondary Education.
Applications must be submitted through
EDHires. Information is available at
http://jobsearch.ed.monster.com/getjob.asp?J
0blD=40592366.

For the latest news from Congress, visit
www.afterschoolalliance.org. Use the blue
Contact Congress button on the left to thank
your Senators and Representatives for
supporting afterschool and to urge them to do
even more. A new chart, available at
www.afterschoolalliance.org/CCLC levels 0
6.cfm, provides comparative state-by-state
data on afterschool funding in President
Bush’s Fiscal Year 2007 budget proposal and
the No Child Left Behind authorization.
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PACKAGING YOUR PROGRAM

Most afterschool programs have plenty of
impressive information about the work they
do to share with the media, potential funders
and others. But what form should that
information take? A glossy brochure? A
fact-packed report? Something in between?

Different programs answer that question
in different ways, depending on who the
materials are intended to woo, what kind of
resources are appropriate to spend on the
materials, and what type of information is
available.

One common approach is to put together
Kits, either in a thin binder, a two-pocket
paper portfolio, or using a transparent report
cover. (A trip to an office supply store
website will help sort out what differentiates
those three.) Inside the kits are usually a
range of materials, often including:

e A one-page overview of the program,
sometimes in bullet form, covering when
it started, how many children it serves,
what activities it offers, where it meets,
major community partners and funders,
and a thumbnail description of its
approach.

e A list of community partners and board
members.

e A summary of evaluation findings.

e A mission statement or values statement.
e Action pictures of children in the program
— working on computers, getting help
from a tutor or teacher, playing sports,

creating art, etc.

e Basic information on the program — how
many children it serves, their ages,
location of sites, how many teachers, how
transportation works.

e A sheet with one-paragraph biographies of
the program director, board chair, and
other key personnel.

e The business card of the principal contact.

e A recent program newsletter.
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A number of programs also make these
materials available online, in HTML format,
PDF format (Acrobat reader), or in a
Microsoft Word file.

The promotional package used by
CincyAfterschool, a partnership between the
Cincinnati, Ohio public schools, the YMCA
of Greater Cincinnati and other local
agencies, includes a unique set of “success
stories.” The one- to two-paragraph vignettes
describe the inspiring progress made by a
number of individual afterschool students,
and also include first-person accounts by
afterschool staff of students’ transformation.

The package also includes charts
highlighting key findings from program
evaluations, one demonstrating the lower than
average regular-day absentee rates of
afterschool students, and another
demonstrating the superior disciplinary
records of afterschool students.

In Los Angeles, the LA’s BEST program
includes a colorful map charting its various
sites throughout the city, as well as a brief
history of the program. A one-page fact sheet
offers vital statistics on the number of sites,
how many children participate, what it costs
to run the program, highlights from recent
independent evaluations of the program, and
more. The kit is available on the web at
http://www.lasbest.org/resourcecenter/index.p
hp.

The Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh
tailors each kit it sends to the specific
recipient. Afterschool Ambassador Alana
Kulesa, Youth Programs Manager at the
museum, oversees the afterschool program.

In addition to brochures on the museum and
its youth programs, she includes
Pennsylvania-specific findings from the
Afterschool Alliance’s “America After 3PM”
report (state fact sheets are available at
www.afterschoolalliance.org/america_3pm.cf
m), and a printout of a PowerPoint
presentation with pictures of engaged students
enjoying program offerings. Also included
are two “In Their Own Words” one-pagers,
compiling actual quotes about the value of the

program — one quoting students, and the other
quoting parents.

The common thread running through all
of these Kits is that they paint a picture of the
good work being done in afterschool
programs. Even if reporters and potential
funders come to a program interested in hard
numbers of children participating, dollars
spent, etc., it is important for the materials
they receive to remind them of the individual
stories in afterschool programs — a child
getting tutoring help, learning to draw,
playing a sport, and more. A good kit
provides the facts and engages the
imagination and emotions of the reader.

A

IN THEIR OWN WORDS...

“$4.25 million is set aside to provide direct
grants to municipalities to prevent violent
criminal activity... Municipalities will be
allowed to design their own programs,
working with their own community
organizations that target afterschool
recreational opportunities, mentoring, job
training, tutoring and literacy assistance and
the like.”

-- Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, 2006
State of the State Address, February 8, 2006

“Strong communities bolster the work of
schools by providing educational and safe
after-school activities for students ... You can
see which part of your communities, for
instance, have the highest crime rates, where
you need the most law enforcement. When
you see those crime rates, you can see are
they all happening between 4:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. at night? Do you need a good after-
school program in that part of town so that
children and young people aren’t out by
themselves in these neighborhoods at that
time of day?”
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-- First Lady Laura Bush discussing the
Community Guide to Helping America’s
Youth at the National League of Cities
Conference, March 14, 2006 (The Guide is
available at www.helpingamericasyouth.gov.)

“It keeps us in here so we won’t get shot.”

-- Niko Hall-Brown, 13, referring to New
Song Academy’s afterschool program in
Baltimore, Maryland, Baltimore Sun, March
26, 2006
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IN THE NEWS...

California — Inner city youth in Compton are
one step closer to the “big leagues” now that
Major League Baseball (MLB) has opened its
first-ever Urban Youth Baseball Academy in
their community. The ten-acre $10 million
complex — including grandstands, a show
field, auxiliary fields, club house, weight
rooms and training facilities — will offer free
afterschool programs year-round. Leaders
expect to serve 2,500 youth in the first year,
according to City News Service. The
academy, led by former California Angel
Darrell Miller, will also host seminars on
player development, steroid-use prevention,
sportsmanship, and the dangers of drug and
alcohol abuse. For information, visit
www.YouthBaseballAcademy.com.

Georgia — Girls Inc. and Home Depot
recently collaborated on “Project Dollhouse,”
a national competition designed to encourage
nontraditional careers and emphasize
teamwork and leadership skills for girls.
More than 170 teams of girls age five to 18
learned to build multilevel dollhouses, paint,
stain floors, and wallpaper and furnish the
homes with the help of Home Depot
employees. The girls also wrote stories about

the homes they created. The makers of the
top 20 dollhouses gathered in Atlanta for a
ceremony that included a public auction of the
dollhouses. The rest were auctioned on ebay
or donated to charities. “We wanted them to
understand that they, too, can have a
construction company or be a developer or
interior decorator,” Janet Street, Executive
Director of Girls Inc. of Greater Atlanta told
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Indiana — The Afterschool Coalition of
Indianapolis reports that at-risk youth in the
city have gone to the dogs. Indy Parks and
Recreation and the Jordan YMCA, a branch
of the YMCA of Greater Indianapolis, hosted
the Paws and Think, Inc. program, an
innovative youth program that teaches life
skills through dog training. Youth from
across the city transfer positive motivation
techniques as well as learned communication,
anger management, and caretaking skills onto
living-assistance canines. With greater self-
confidence, character development, and a
more defined set of personal values, the youth
leave the program with job readiness and the
confidence to succeed. For more
information, visit www.pawsandthink.org/.

Kansas — The State Senate passed the
Developing Responsible Youth Act in March
with just one dissenting vote. SB 382 has
support from the Kansas Enrichment Network
and Kansas Action for Children, and the
Governor has earmarked $1.25 million to
fund it. It would provide grants for
afterschool activities targeting students in
grades six, seven, eight and nine. Funded
programs must offer pre-vocational
employment skills and options, physical
fitness activities, academic tutoring and
enhancement, and mentoring.

Louisiana — Through her foundation, Rosie’s
for All Kids, Rosie O’Donnell is providing
support and relief to Hurricane Katrina
survivors in the Gulf Coast. Her efforts now
include support for afterschool programs in
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the Renaissance Village mobile home park,
near Baton Rouge. O’Donnell told Anderson
Cooper of CNN’s 360 Degrees that, at the
temporary shelter, there are “approximately
700 children. And there’s nowhere for them
now to go, to assemble, to play...there’s no
place for children, and there’s no one sort of
attending to the needs.” Rosie’s for All Kids
hosted a “Fun Day” in November, co-
sponsored by Nickelodeon, and a “mini Mardi
Gras” for children in February. For more
information, visit http://www.forallkids.org/.

Maine — The Portland Press Herald reports
that fifth to eighth grade boys can now
participate in a new afterschool program
offered by Pineland Farms in New Gloucester
called “Boys on the Farm.” The program
offers blacksmithing, archery, wilderness
survival and more, supervised by local artists,
craftsmen and professionals. To date, the
boys have learned to make rope out of bark,
snowshoes and match-less fires, and build
outdoor shelters. Sarah Hunt, Director of
Education for Pineland Farms, said, “I wanted
to develop a program for boys to come and be
boys.” Pineland Farms also offers “Girls on
the Farm,” which offers agricultural activities
and nontraditional recreation. For
information, go to
www.pinelandfarms.org/education/afterschoo
I.htm.

Maryland - “It’s About Time to Fund
Afterschool” was the message more than 200
students, parents, advocates and others
brought to lawmakers in Annapolis during a
daylong visit to the State House on
President’s Day. The event was designed to
teach participants about civic engagement and
the legislative process, and voice concerns
about inadequate funding for afterschool
programs. Participants heard from legislators,
gave television interviews and were paired
with college student mentors for the day.

Missouri — The Chess Nuts of Border Star
Elementary are no ordinary afterschool chess

program, according to the Kansas City Star.
Defying the image of chess as a serious and
somber affair, the young chess champions
travel with a high-powered entourage and
learn and practice chess by rapping songs.
Before tournaments, school spirit runs high
and the school holds pep rallies complete with
cheerleaders. Site Coordinator Wanda
Thompson notes that such enthusiasm is “a
rarity,” but says that, “the kids’ hearts and
minds are in sync with (the chess players). A
lot have never played chess, but most
definitely get pumped up for them.”

New Hampshire — Children in Gorham
Community Learning Center’s afterschool
program recently learned how to snowshoe
and track animal prints in the snow with the
help of naturalist guides from the
Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC). As the
students shuffled, they found traces of moose,
red foxes and red squirrels along the trails in
White Mountain National Forest. The
learning center and the AMC have been
offering joint programs since July. “It’s a
good introduction to nature for the kids,
basically getting them out in their backyard,”
AMC Interpretive Naturalist Nicky Pizzo told
the Union Leader. For information on other
AMC youth programs, visit
www.outdoors.org/education/.

New York — More than 1,000 children,
parents, police officers and educators
representing 200 organizations visited Albany
on February 28 for the 7" annual Coalition for
After-School Funding After-School Advocacy
Day. They urged lawmakers to increase
funding for the Extended Day/School
Violence Prevention Program from $30.2
million to $55.2 million, to provide 29,000
more afterschool slots in the state; and to
support a $7.3 million increase in the
Executive’s budget for the Advantage After-
School Program, to provide 5,800 more
afterschool slots. The day included an awards
program, rally, march and meetings with
legislators.
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Ohio — G. Kwame Scruggs, Executive
Director of the Alchemy Inc. afterschool
program at Perkins Middle School, strives to
“extract the gold within” sixth and seventh
grade boys. According to the Akron Beacon
Journal, the program serves as a support base
for youth, the majority of whom come from
single parent homes. Scruggs serves as a
mentor for the children and hopes to see each
through to college. The program emphasizes
storytelling, introspection, and rites of
passage concepts and begins with an African
drumming session. “l want to teach them to
understand life through stories,” said Scruggs.
“To see the character traits of the heroes...
And take those traits and apply them to life.”
For more information, visit
www.alchemyinc.net/.

West Virginia — Students at Valley
Elementary’s Project ISAAC afterschool
program have been immersed in ancient
Egyptian study and, to demonstrate their
mastery, delved hands-on into mummification
recently. The students mummified four
chickens, “King Clucks,” by immersing them
in canning salt for a month. The students then
wrapped the “mummies” and placed them in
shoebox sarcophagi which they decorated.
“We didn’t kill it!” seven-year-olds Megan
Murphy and Elizabeth Ennis, told the
Dominion Post, emphasizing that the chickens
were store-bought. The program stresses
innovative teaching techniques to hold student
interest and administrators note that Project
ISAAC students have better attendance and
improved attitudes about school.
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SHARE THE STRENGTHS OF
YOUR AFTERSCHOOL
PROGRAM!

The Academy for Educational
Development’s Center for Youth

Development and Policy Research’s
Promising Practices in AfterSchool (PPAS) is
seeking examples to highlight from
afterschool programs around the country.
PPAS defines promising practices as the good
things that underlie the activities that go on
everyday in afterschool programs and lead to
positive outcomes for children and youth.

PPAS is accepting submissions from
afterschool programs that conduct Promising
Practices in any of seven key areas:
community and family involvement;
programming; staffing and training;
management and administration; financing;
research and evaluation; or policy and
advocacy.

Afterschool programs that are recognized
as PPAS sites benefit from formal recognition
on the PPAS database, professional
development and capacity building feedback,
and opportunities to promote programs at
regional conferences or in the media. The
deadline for submissions is April 28. For
further information, visit
www.afterschool.org.
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RESOURCES

New Alliance Web Feature Answers
Programs’ Funding Questions

The Afterschool Alliance has launched a new
feature on its website aimed at helping
afterschool programs identify and tap into all
available funding sources. The “Funding
Forum” will answer funding questions
submitted by readers, and carry guest columns
on sustainability issues from experts in the
field. Now on the site is an interview with
Crystal FitzSimmons, Senior Policy Analyst
of the Food Research and Action Center. She
discusses a number of options for programs
looking for funding for snacks and meals for
afterschool students. Readers can visit the
Funding Forum at
www.afterschoolalliance.org/funding_forum.c
fm, and submit questions to
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info@afterschoolalliance.org, with the words
“Funding Question”” in the subject line.

Engaging Students, Combating Boredom
A new study by the Coalition for Community
Schools, “Community-Based Learning:
Engaging Students for Success and
Citizenship,” finds that community-based
learning engages students and involves them
in real-world problem solving that they find
meaningful and relevant. Service learning,
civic education, work-based learning, and
academically-based community service are all
methods that contribute to improved academic
outcomes, test scores and attendance rates as
well as to positive civic, personal and social
outcomes. The study notes that such
programs are necessary, as 60 percent of
students are bored with and disengaged from
their studies. Funded by the Gates
Foundation, the study is available at
www.communityschools.org/index.php?option
=content&task=view&id=44&Itemid=49.
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SEEKING HIGH SCHOOL
ACTIVISTS

The NetAid Global Citizen Corps (GCC)
is a national network of high school students
working to educate and mobilize their peers to
help end global poverty. Afterschool
programs that work with high school youth
who would like to do more to address
challenges such as HIVV/AIDS, hunger and
access to education can invite students to
apply to become a GCC Leader.

Each year, NetAid selects a diverse group
of passionate and committed high school
students to become GCC Leaders. Following
an intensive training, either in-person or
online, GCC Leaders implement Global
Action Days in their schools and communities
to raise awareness about global poverty and
encourage peers to take action. Throughout
the year, GCC Leaders network and receive

tools, resources and support through the GCC
Online Action Center.

In the summer, a select group of Leaders
will attend the GCC summit in New York
City, which gives them a chance to meet like-
minded students from across the country,
interact with experts and develop their skills.
The deadline to apply is May 7. For
information on the Global Citizen’s Corps, or
to apply, visit
www.netaid.org/global_citizen_corps/.
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AFTERSCHOOL FOR ALL:
PROJECT 2010 GROWING BY
LEAPS AND BOUNDS!

As the list of Afterschool for All: Project
2010 partners soared past 3,000, Governor
Tim Kaine of Virginia added his name to the
list! The seventh governor to sign onto
Project 2010, Kaine has been an active
advocate for kids. In a survey distributed by
the Afterschool Alliance last year, Kaine
noted the importance of afterschool:
“Children who have the active, involved
support of adults and safe, positive places to
be in the afternoons are less likely to join
gangs,” he wrote. Governor Kaine is a former
teacher and father of three who is likely to
continue to be a powerful voice for
afterschool.

If you’ve been meaning to tell your
friends and colleagues about Project 2010,
now is the time! The Alliance recently
updated its Partner Tools at
www.afterschool2010.org to include up-to-
the-minute information. Check out the
sample invitation letters, which explain why
universal afterschool is important to health
advocates, faith-based organizations, law
enforcement officials and others. You can
use these letters to guide your own writing, or
simply send them as posted. With your help,
we will continue to make afterschool a
national priority!
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Grants for Programs Benefiting At-Risk
Youth

The Louis R. Cappelli Foundation is
accepting applications for grants that would
support projects involving arts, education,
health and fitness that benefit at-risk children
and youth. Grants of up to $25,000 are
available. The deadline for applications is
June 30. For information, visit www.cappelli-
inc.com/Irc.shtml or contact Denise
Groneman at 914/769-6500, ext. 117,
dgroneman@cappelli-inc.com.

All of the following information on current
funding opportunities is provided courtesy
of The GrantStation Insider:

Grants for Community-Based Programs
The Qwest Foundation is offering grants to
organizations that generate high impact and
measurable results through community-based
programs, including K-12 education and
economic development. Grants are accepted
on a rolling basis and are generally awarded
in sums of $500 or more. Organizations that
lie within the geographical areas served by
Quest — Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, lowa,
Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico,
North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah,
Washington and Wyoming — are eligible to
apply. For information, visit
www.qwest.com/about/company/community/f
oundation/index.html.

Grants for Inner-City Computer Centers
GTECH is offering After School Advantage
awards to afterschool programs that work
with youth ages five to 15 in inner-city
environments. The awards consist of $15,000
worth of state-of-the-art, Internet-ready
computer labs. The afterschool programs
must have staffing and financial support
systems to sustain the computer labs and
awardees must be in geographical areas that
GTECH serves — Arizona, California, Florida,

Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Missouri, New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, Texas, Washington, Wisconsin,
and Washington, DC. For information, go to
www.gtech.com/about_gtech/proposal_guidel
ines.asp.

Grants for Creative Educational Projects
The American Electric Power (AEP) Teacher
Vision Grants are offered to educators who
are in need of funds to support creative ideas
for projects to improve academic
achievement. Educators in communities
within the AEP service territory, including in
Arkansas, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee,
Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia are
eligible. Teacher Vision Grant applications
are due by April 28. For information, visit
www.aep.com/about/community/teacherGrant
s/default.htm.

Grants for Native American Projects

The Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Company
Foundation provides grants to nonprofit
organizations that support the preservation,
promotion and advancement of American
Indian self-sufficiency and culture in the
United States. The Foundation's areas of
interest include the development of American
Indian entrepreneurs; facilitating American
Indian education (particularly college,
graduate and post-graduate education); and
the preservation and enhancement of
American Indian languages. The primary
focus of the Foundation is to support
specifically identified projects, but general
support proposals will be considered if there
is an unusual or critical need. The remaining
deadlines for applications in 2006 are May
31, August 31, and November 30. For
information, visit www.sfntcfoundation.org/.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

&  April 27, 2006

Action for Healthy Kids is sponsoring an
interactive web forum for school
administrators and policy makers on the
correlation between school wellness and
school performance. “The Role of School
Wellness in Creating High-Performing
Schools” will take place from 3:00 — 4:15 pm
EDT. Participants include superintendents,
school board members and principals from
across the country. Pre-registration is
required for the free web forum. For
information, visit
https://compx11.eventcenterlive.com/cfmx/ec/
register/reg.cfm?BID=1&RegID=81526071.

# May 3, 2006

The 5™ Annual National Day to Prevent Teen
Pregnancy will involve hundreds of thousands
of teens taking an innovative, online quiz on
the National Campaign to Prevent Teen
Pregnancy website. Teen People Magazine
and more than 150 organizations and media
outlets support the Day, which also includes a
contest for teens who create their own public
service announcements. The N,
Nickelodeon’s night-time network for teens,
will broadcast an evening of teen-pregnancy
related programs that night. For more
information on the day and to take the quiz,
visit www.teenpregnancy.org.

# May9 - 10, 2006

The After-School Institute is hosting the
Second Eastern Regional Conference on
Afterschool in Baltimore, Maryland. The
conference themes are Embedding Core
Academic Content in Enrichment Activities;
Policy & Practices to Create Capacity,
Partnerships & Sustainability; Integrating
Youth Development Principles; Merging
Research & Practice to Improve Quality; and
Showcasing Programs in the Region. For
information, go to
www.afterschoolinstitute.org/tasi/conference/
default.aspx.

#  May 22 - 24, 2006

The National League of Cities Institute for
Youth, Education, and Families hosts the
National City Afterschool Summit in
Washington, DC. The summit will offer local
officials the chance to network and learn
about afterschool investment and
sustainability strategies, funding options and
innovative city partnerships, and to meet with
Congressional leaders about afterschool. The
summit is being held in conjunction with the
Afterschool Alliance’s Afterschool for All
Challenge. Municipal leaders can find
details, including registration information, at
www.nlc.org/iyef or by contacting Bela Shah
at shah@nlc.org or 202/ 626-3057.

#  May 23 - 24, 2006

Join the Afterschool Alliance and advocates
from across the country for the 5th Annual
Afterschool for All Challenge in Washington,
DC. This year the Alliance is partnering with
the National League of Cities to hold joint
networking sessions, the Breakfast of
Champions and visits to Capitol Hill offices.
For more information or to register, visit
www.afterschoolalliance.org/challenge_2006.
cfm.

# July 10 - 12, 2006

The U.S. Department of Education and the
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, in
conjunction with the National Partnership for
Quality Afterschool Learning at the
Southwest Educational Development
Laboratory, have announced that the 21%
Century Community Learning Centers 2006
Summer Institute will be held July 10-12 in
San Diego, CA. For information and to
register online, go to
www.synergyentinc.com/21stcentury/.

# July 17 - 20, 2006

The National Institute on Out-of-School Time
(NIOST) will hold its annual Summer
Seminars for afterschool program
professionals at the John Hancock Conference



Afterschool Advocate

Page 11

Center in Boston. Seminars will offer
technical assistance and training and will
address issues including professional and
organizational development, leadership,
funding, curriculum design and quality
improvements. For information, visit
www.niost.org/training/sumsem06.html or
call 781/283-2546.

& July 27 - 29, 2006

The Community Technology Centers’
Network (CTCNet) will host the 15" Annual
Community Technology Conference in
Washington, DC. The conference includes
training workshops, sessions and panels, plus
the chance to network with more than 500
individuals in the field of community
technology. Afterschool providers and youth
development workers are encouraged to
attend. For information, visit
www.ctcnet.org/what/conference.

# September 20 - 22, 2006

The North Carolina Center for Afterschool
Programs (NC CAP) will host its annual
statewide summit, “SYNERGY: Windows of
Opportunity,” at the Joseph S. Koury
Convention Center in Greensboro. For
information, visit
www.nccap.net/about/conference.cfm.

More information on upcoming conferences
and events is available at
www.afterschoolalliance.org/states/calendar
_main.cfm.
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The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of
public, private, and nonprofit entities working to ensure that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs
by 2010. The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of
Education, JCPenney Afterschool Fund, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment

Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.
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