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Afterschool Alliance Presents Afterschool Champion Award to

Chief William Fenniman, Jr. in Congressional Ceremony

Nation’s Leading Afterschool Advocacy Organization 

Honors Police Chief for Innovative Afterschool Programs

WASHINGTON, DC  – The Afterschool Alliance today presented its Afterschool Champion Award to Dover Police Chief William Fenniman, Jr. at a Congressional Breakfast in Washington, D.C.  The award recognized Fenniman’s leadership in providing unique, engaging afterschool programs for at-risk students.  Senator Judd Gregg was scheduled to present the award on behalf of the Afterschool Alliance.

“William Fenniman represents all that we could wish for in a police chief,” said Judy Y. Samelson, Executive Director of the Afterschool Alliance.  “Under his leadership, the Dover Police Department has become a critical partner in providing afterschool programming for the community.  He has given the youth of Dover the chance to speak out against drugs and engaged them in creative, empowering activities in the afternoon.”

“I am very honored by the recognition, but I am even prouder of my fellow officers and the students participating in our programs,” said Chief Fenniman.  “Our afterschool programs not only provide students safe, educational activities, but they have helped reduced the crime rate between the hours of 3 pm and 6 pm.  As an example, for the first time in a one-month period, there were no crimes reported in the Dover Housing Authority.”

The Dover Police Department provides leadership and guidance to more than 250 members of the Dover Youth to Youth Group, a nationally recognized program designed to promote positive peer support for anti-drug and alcohol activities.  The Police Department also partners with the Dover Housing Authority to provide a homework lab to more than one hundred teens a day and provides sports and recreation opportunities during the afterschool hours.  In addition, the Department has committed a full-time police officer to act as a mentor at the new Dover 21st Century Community Learning Centers program.  The Department was nominated for the award  by PlusTime NH, an organization that impacted over 20,000 New Hampshire youth last year by providing essential leadership, support, and guidance to afterschool programs.

more

Add One

Senator Gregg presented the Afterschool Champion Award at the Afterschool Alliance’s annual Breakfast of Champions, part of its Afterschool Challenge on Capitol Hill.  The event marked the launch of the Alliance’s “Afterschool Is Key” campaign, and the room was decorated with original afterschool student artwork built around the key theme, many with the slogan, “Don’t Lock Us Out of Afterschool Programs.”  The campaign will feature a variety of outreach efforts, including an Internet-based organizing effort expected to produce thousands of emails, fax messages and telephone calls to Congress coinciding with the Afterschool Challenge.

Nearly 300 afterschool providers and advocates participated in the Breakfast, joined by more than a dozen Members of Congress.  In addition to Chief William Fenniman, the Alliance honored six other Afterschool Champions this year: Abbott Laboratories of Illinois; Betsy Bradley, Executive Director of the Mississippi Museum of Art; the Danville/Boyle County Chamber of Commerce; Mary Marks of Anchorage, Alaska; the Stark Community Foundation; and Elaine Wynn, Co-Chairman of the Greater Las Vegas Inner City Games. 

After the Breakfast of Champions, participants fanned out across Capitol Hill to urge lawmakers to support full funding for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, the federal government’s chief afterschool program.  The Administration has proposed a 40 percent budget cut this year for the program, a move that would result in more than half a million more children being left without afterschool programs.

The hours immediately following the end of the school day are when children are most likely to be involved in crime or inappropriate behaviors.  As many as 15 million children in the United States leave school each afternoon without a safe place to go.  Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to go once the school day ends.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment:  youth who participate have been shown to perform better in school and to hold greater expectations for the future, while children who are unsupervised during the afternoon hours are at greater risk of becoming involved with crime, substance abuse and teenage pregnancy. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by the year 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, the Open Society Institute, JCPenney Afterschool, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.

Information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org
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