Sample Polling Questions
Here are some ideas for questions you can ask adults, other kids, or anyone else.  Ask your math or social studies teacher or your program leader to help you create the poll and then tally and present the results when you’re done. Try reaching your fellow students at the end of the day as they’re leaving school--or heading to their afterschool program! To reach parents, community members and other kids, take your poll to a school sporting event, or make it part of your Lights on Afterschool! activity. We suggest using the following categories to record people’s answers: Student, Parent, Teacher, Community Member, Other.  Make sure your teacher approves the poll before you start, and practice it on a test group before you get going. Finally, it’s important to be polite to the people you’re polling, and remember that there are no right answers; you just want to know what people think. Most importantly, remember to thank everyone who has participated in your poll.
Questions for parents, teachers, community members and other adults:

1. Do you think there needs to be some type of organized activity or place where children can go after school every day that provides opportunities to learn?
2. Which is the most important element for an afterschool program to have (pick one):

a) Homework and tutoring time


b) Physical activity


c) Arts activity—music, dance, drama, etc.

d) Healthy snack


e) Community service


f) Other (be specific)
3. Do you have children? How old are they? Do they participate in an afterschool program?
4. Why do your children participate in an afterschool program?  Why not?

5. If an afterschool program is not available in your area, would you support the creation of one?  Why or why not?

6. Which afterschool program outcome is most important to you (pick one): 


a) Increasing test scores

b) Keeping kids safe

c) Healthier kids (through fitness and nutrition activities)

d) Development of creative and artistic skills


e) Other (be specific)


7. Do you think money for afterschool programs should come primarily from federal, state or local government? 
8. If your children are in an afterschool program, do you think it makes you a more efficient member of the workforce?  Why or why not?

Questions for other kids:
1. Do you think there needs to be some type of organized activity or place where children can go after school every day to be safe, learn and have fun?

2. Which is the most important element for an afterschool program to have (pick one):


a) Homework and tutoring time


b) Physical activity


c) Arts activity—music, dance, drama, etc.


d) Healthy snack


e) Community service


f) Other (be specific)

3. Do you participate in an afterschool program? If so, where is it? (For example, a school, community center, church…etc?) If not, where do you usually go after school?
4. What’s your favorite activity in your afterschool program?
5. What have you learned in your afterschool program?

6. What would happen if your afterschool program ended?  What would you do once the school day was over?

Other suggestions:
Don’t limit yourself to the above questions; those are just ideas. You know what the issues are surrounding your afterschool program and your community. For example, is your program in danger of closing? Even if it isn’t, ask people how they would feel if it did close. What would their biggest concern be? Ask the kids where they would go after school if they had no program, and ask parents where they would send their kids.
What to do when you’re done:

Once you’ve polled enough people—and enough depends on the size of your program, school or community—you need to tally up the answers. Your teacher can show you how to put them all in a spreadsheet so they’ll be easier to sort. Then you need to decide how you want to present your data, for example with bar graphs or as text. (You can get ideas from the Afterschool Alliance’s own Poll Reports.) The final report should only be about one page long, maybe two, depending on how big your poll was. You could include your final report in your Candidate Kit, or even send it to a local newspaper to get them to write a story about it.
