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Afterschool & Technology Training 

In today’s economy, success depends on not only keeping up with, but also developing, new and better technologies.  Technology skills will continue to be critical for tomorrow’s workforce and leaders.  Afterschool programs are helping youth and families acquire the technology skills they need. 

Learning Made Fun

Technology can often engage students in such dynamic and interesting ways that they don’t even realize they are learning.  Across the nation, students, parents and program staff report that enrichment activities using technology provide valuable learning opportunities.

· Students in the KLICK! (Kids Learning in Computer Klubhouses!) afterschool program, developed by Michigan State University’s College of Education, create their own web pages and edit digital images at the program’s computer “clubhouses.”  The program, funded by a 21st Century Community Learning Center grant, operates in nine rural and urban school districts giving middle schoolers a place to try new skills and socialize.  

It's like being in a classroom but without all the work.  You can come up here and have fun. 
                                   — Rachel Schraft, Dwight Rich Middle School student

· Students who participate in the Mary Lee Geter Educational Foundation Computer Academy afterschool program at Wilson Elementary in Lynwood, California, are having fun and developing valuable skills for future employment.  Third-and fourth-graders spend three hours a day, four days a week on computer activities ranging from typing letters to friends to polishing up PowerPoint presentations on what they want to be when they grow up to improving their typing speed by playing typing games.

It’s fun when you type and get a high score...My best is 72.

— A 10 year-old Academy participant

Gaining Skills and Increasing School Success 

· West Philadelphia elementary school students and their families enjoy technology instruction and computer training during their afterschool programs through the University of Pennsylvania’s “Bridging the Digital Divide” program.  University students provide technical assistance and instruction to students who participate in afterschool programs at various schools, churches and community organizations in the area.  Youth and adults learn technology job skills, such as designing web pages and using various software applications.  Youth academic skills are also reinforced through activities such as keeping electronic journals and improving math skills using special software. 
All these children here have the potential to become really proficient using computers to get a head start on what they are going to be doing in the classrooms. 





 — Jennifer Jackson, University of Pennsylvania team leader

· Students in Washington County, Oregon, have the opportunity to learn about computers and technology through a bilingual computer education program called 4-H Web Wizards.  The program was developed to address the high drop-out rate of local Latino students, and teaches students computer and basic employment skills.  Of the 60 students who have completed the program, 58 have graduated and volunteered 15 hours to teach beginners in the program.

We had one student who was going to drop out stay in (school) because of 4-H Web Wizards.  

· Lisa Conroy, 4-H Web Wizards program coordinator

Bringing Partners to Afterschool

· The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) donated financial support and manpower to create a new computer lab and technology information system for the Supplemental Program of Educational Skills (SPES) afterschool program in Dorchester, Massachusetts.  More than 220 local students from grades 5-12 benefit from the lab and volunteers who offer instruction on basic computer skills. Students create presentations, projects and graphics and adults also have access to computer classes. Eighty-eight professionals and students from MIT, Boston University, Tufts University, Boston College, Harvard University, Harvard Business School and Northeastern University volunteer to serve as SPES mentors and tutors.

    . . . Working with SPES continues to be the single most important thing I do.

— R. Robert Wickham, co-director of the computer lab project

· Youth in Taunton, Massachusetts, spend non-school time learning web design, HTML, designing graphics and animation and other basic computer skills through the Boys & Girls Club and PowerUP program.  PowerUP is a nationwide initiative comprised of nonprofits, corporations and government agencies designed to provide underserved young people with skills, experience and resources to succeed in the digital age during and after school.
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