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New Afterschool Programs Will Benefit Families Nationwide,

But Funding Still Not Nearly Sufficient to Meet Need

WASHINGTON,  D.C. – The Afterschool Alliance today lauded Congress for making $846 million available to fund afterschool programs this year, which will benefit working families.  The U.S. Department of Education announced today that 308 grants are being awarded to 1,420 schools in 47 states as part of the Department’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program.  A complete list is available at www.ed.gov/21stcclc/.

“Congress did Americans a great service by making more afterschool funding available this year and the Department of Education is acting quickly to provide grants to school districts so they can further afterschool programs,” said Afterschool Alliance Acting Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “But too many high-quality applicants are still rejected for lack of funds.  This year, 2,780 applicants requested $1.9 billion from the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program and only 308 applicants could be awarded a total of $208 million.  The benefits of afterschool programs are quite clear and these programs should be available for not some but all children.  It is going to take the collective efforts of businesses, state initiatives, community groups, and every sector of our society to make afterschool programs available to every family needing them.”

Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to spend the afternoon hours when schools are closed.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment.  They improve academic achievement, keep kids safe, help working families, and teach children social skills and conflict resolution.  Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

The need for afterschool programs is growing.  In two-thirds of U.S. households with married couples and children under age 18, both parents work outside the home.  Nationally, more than 28 million school-age children have either their only parent or both parents working outside the home.  As many as 15 million children are left unsupervised during non-school hours.  And for several years, American voters have said these programs are a necessity.

The Afterschool Alliance is a coalition of public, private and nonprofit organizations dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of afterschool programs and advocating for quality, affordable programs for all children.  The Alliance offers information and research on afterschool; sponsors national afterschool events such as Lights On Afterschool!; and organizes grassroots, state and national networks to advance afterschool opportunities.  Information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
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