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Afterschool Alliance Names 25

‘Afterschool Ambassadors’ from 20 States 
Local Leaders will Promote Afterschool during 2003-04 School Year

Washington, DC – The Afterschool Alliance today announced the selection of 25 local leaders from around the nation as Afterschool Ambassadors for the 2003-2004 school year.  Each Ambassador runs, directs or provides ongoing support to a local afterschool program, and each will serve a one-year term working to build grassroots support for afterschool.  

Ambassadors were selected from 20 states.  They are associated with programs that serve several hundred to tens of thousands of students.

“Our Afterschool Ambassadors work every day to increase opportunities for children and youth,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “They spread the word about the enormous benefits that afterschool programs provide – helping kids learn, keeping them safe, and helping working parents.  And they help remind lawmakers and the public that children, families and communities suffer when there are not enough afterschool programs to meet the need.  Throughout our nation, afterschool programs are helping children succeed in school and in life, thanks to these Ambassadors and other afterschool leaders.  We are very proud to have these talented men and women join our team.” 

Afterschool Ambassadors serve one-year terms organizing public events, communicating with policy makers and building community support for afterschool.  Each will plan a major event for the Afterschool Alliance’s flagship event, Lights On Afterschool!, which is on October 9 this year.  On that day, programs across the country turn their lights on and rally support for afterschool.  Arnold Schwarzenegger is National Chair of Lights On Afterschool! again this year.  The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is National Presenting Sponsor.

The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is also contributing $1,000 to each Ambassador’s afterschool program, and sponsoring the Ambassador-related activities throughout the year.

more

Add One

“The Afterschool Ambassadors do an extraordinary job of building support from lawmakers and the public for quality afterschool programs,” said Ed Solczak, Vice President of the JCPenney Afterschool Fund.  “Afterschool programs help children flourish while keeping them safe after the school day ends.  JCPenney and the JCPenney Afterschool Fund are deeply committed to afterschool programs.  They make good sense for our children, their parents and their communities.”

Nationwide, as many as 15 million latchkey children have no adult supervision during non-school hours.  Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to spend the afternoons once the school day is over.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment.  They improve academic achievement, keep kids safe, help working families, and teach children social skills and conflict resolution.  Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

Seven of the 2002-2003 Ambassadors were chosen to continue as Ambassadors in the new school year. The 2003-2004 Afterschool Ambassadors are: Julie Wild-Curry, Fairbanks, Alaska; Julie Jimenez, Maricopa, Arizona; Jesus Perez, El Centro, California; Pamela Richard, Denver, Colorado; Debra Ballinger, Clearwater/St. Petersburg, Florida; Jennifer Faber, Ft. Myers/Tallahassee, Florida (returning ambassador); Risé D. Jones, Elgin, Illinois; Matthew Tullis, Marshalltown, Iowa; Kathleen Conley, Baltimore, Maryland (returning ambassador); Tylitha Stewart, Detroit, Michigan (returning ambassador); Sherry Comer, Camdenton, Missouri (returning ambassador); Susan Bonar-Waters, Las Vegas, Nevada (returning ambassador); Carolyn Harry, Nixon, Nevada (returning ambassador); Joe Drake, Chichester, New Hampshire; Valerie Littleton-Cohen, New York, New York; Claire Tate, Charlotte, North Carolina; Warren Fauver, Bowling Green, Ohio; Karen Jackson, Columbus, Ohio; Kitty Thiel, Canby, Oregon; Donna Frisby-Greenwood, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Sue Matkin, Fort Worth, Texas; Kate Woodward Young, San Antonio, Texas; Jackie Fischer-Murray, Berkeley Springs, West Virginia; Lynn Sobolov, Morgantown, West Virginia (returning Ambassador); Patricia DeLancy, Racine, Wisconsin.  Brief biographies are attached.  

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.   Arnold Schwarzenegger is Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance.  More information on the Alliance is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org

The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization contributing financial support to five of America’s leading after school advocates – the YMCA of the USA, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and the Afterschool Alliance.  Support from the JCPenney Afterschool Fund helps provide safe, fun and educational after school programs and raise awareness of the need for more such programs across the country.  The JCPenney Afterschool Fund sponsors the Afterschool Ambassador Program and is National Presenting Sponsor of Lights On Afterschool! again this year.
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2003-2004 Afterschool Ambassadors

ALASKA, Fairbanks: Julie Wild-Curry, Community After School Program Director.  Wild-Curry is Director of five Alaska Community Learning Center sites and 13 self-supporting afterschool sites.  Programs provide tutoring, academic assistance, mentoring, enrichment, recreation, and family and cultural activities with a focus on helping students who are most in need of academic assistance.  Another strong focus of the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District is collaboration with community partners who provide afterschool programming in the community.  Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys & Girls Clubs, Fairbanks Native Association, Fairbanks Arts Association, Resource Center for Parents and Children, Love Social Services, JP Jones Community Development Center, Camp Fire, and others all help ensure that children have a safe and enriching environment in the afterschool hours.

ARIZONA, Maricopa: Julie Jimenez, Director, Maricopa 21st Century Community Learning Center Programs.  Jimenez administers three school sites on Maricopa school district campuses.  Afterschool programs at these sites serve the 1,000 elementary and secondary students, giving children in this small rural community opportunities for academic advancement as well as social and cultural enrichment.  Multiple local, county, and state partnerships allow the afterschool programs to flourish by adding funds and donations of materials, time and talents.  Youth, parent and community involvement is encouraged in both academic and enrichment classes.  Parents help teachers work with young students to complete homework and improve math and reading scores.  Community members provide enrichment classes in recreation, sewing, arts, small animals and miniature horse care, Cheer, Hip-Hop dance, Karate, and more.  Parents receive tips on raising children of any age and GED (General Educational Development) completion.  English Language Learner classes are available to monolingual parents.  Jimenez has worked in the education system for 15 years; she developed the Maricopa Prevention Resource Center, which provides prevention and intervention services to families.    

CALIFORNIA, El Centro: Jesus Perez, Coordinator of 21st Century P.A.C.T. (Promoting Achievement through Community Teamwork) Project.  With collaboration from various community agencies, Perez helps ten elementary and two middle schools establish quality programs that serve both students and parents before school, after school, Saturdays, and during the summer.  The 21st Century P.A.C.T. Project supports academic programs that supplement the standards-based instruction of the regular classroom.  Its enrichment component includes, but is not limited to, recreation activities, cooking, arts and crafts, music, chess club, guitar, Lego labs, scrapbook making, and other activities of interest to students and parents.   Last year, more than 3,600 students participated in the project and more than 1,000 parents attended English classes, parenting classes, family literacy programs or college information workshops.   

COLORADO, Denver: Pamela Richard, Program Coordinator for the Department of Community Education Grant-Based After School Programs, Denver Public Schools.  Richard oversees the administration and promotion of afterschool programs serving elementary and middle school students.  Funding from state, federal and local agencies provide afterschool opportunities for more than 2,000 students and their families.  Afterschool activities include tutoring; mentoring; enrichment activities that support academic, cultural and social growth; adult education; and family wellness through a collaborative partnership of school, community and business organizations.


FLORIDA, Clearwater/St. Petersburg: Debra Ballinger, Program Services Director, R’Club Child Care, Inc.  Ballinger is responsible for the management and leadership of 42 R’Club early childhood and youth development programs serving 3,600 children daily at public and private schools throughout Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties.  R’Club programs emphasize the importance of respect, responsibility, resourcefulness, and responsiveness to the needs of others.  The programs provide an overall enhancement to each child’s academic experience through extended learning opportunities and personal enrichment activities.  Ballinger also serves as the First Vice President of the Florida School Age Child Care Coalition.  Her efforts in this statewide network include working with policy makers to develop appropriate school-age care regulations, developing public awareness of school-age care policy issues, and promoting professional development and quality standards for school-age programs.

FLORIDA, Ft. Myers/Tallahassee: Jennifer Faber, School-Age Care Training & Technical Assistance Professional.  Faber coordinates statewide training events, training more than 3,000 providers annually, and provides technical assistance for quality improvements.  Her statewide efforts include working with policy makers to develop appropriate school-age care regulations, developing public awareness of school-age care policy issues, promoting increased state investments in school-age care, and disseminating information and resources.  

ILLINOIS, Elgin: Risé D. Jones, Ph.D., Executive Director of Hamilton Wings, a non-profit organization that uses the arts to promote leadership, self-development, and academic readiness skills among socially and/or economically challenged young people.  Hamilton Wings is a lead partner in SCORE!, Students Creating Opera to Reinforce Education.  Jones is an evaluation researcher and an experienced leadership facilitator who has designed several experiential exercise series on topics ranging from decision-making to creativity to conflict resolution for both children and adults.     

IOWA, Marshalltown: Matthew Tullis, Project Director of the Marshalltown All STARS Program.  Tullis is director of eight school sites – six elementary and two middle school.  He has long been an advocate of afterschool programs and is a former elementary classroom teacher and a member of the Iowa Community Education Association and the Iowa State Education Association.  The Marshalltown All STARS is a community-based program offering academic and recreational programs to all students in kindergarten through eighth grade.  Funded by two federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers grants, the All STARS provides quality before- and afterschool services, as well as summer programming.  It has formed strong partnerships with the Marshalltown Parks and Recreation Department, Marshalltown Community Y, Marshalltown Police Department, Marshalltown Chamber of Commerce, Mental Health Center, Marshalltown Public Library, and Marshall County Child Care Services.

Maryland, Baltimore:  Kacy Conley, Director of Urban Services, YMCA of Central Maryland.  Conley oversees 14 YMCA Youthplace Afterschool Programs serving more than 650 elementary, middle and high school city youth.  The programs are funded by the JCPenney Afterschool Fund, 21st Century Community Learning Centers grants, the YMCA Annual Support Campaign, United Way of Central Maryland, The Family League of Baltimore, Maryland Afterschool Opportunities Fund, Open Society Institute, and Baltimore Community Foundation.  The programs provide a variety of academic, cultural, and recreational enrichment activities.  Character development, career awareness, service learning, and family involvement are also key to these programs, which seek to build strong kids, strong families, and strong communities.  

Michigan, Detroit:  Tylitha Stewart, Project Manager in the Office of Mayor Kwame M. Kilpatrick.  Stewart is assigned to Mayor’s Time as well as other initiatives under Mayor Kilpatrick’s Kids, Cops, Clean campaign.  Mayor’s Time is a comprehensive, collaborative afterschool campaign focused on improving the overall development of Detroit’s youth with a goal of increasing afterschool participation in Detroit from 20 percent to 50 percent.  Focusing on the hours of 3 PM to 8 PM, Mayor’s Time aims to engage the community in afterschool opportunities through information, education, and collaboration.  

MISSOURI, Camdenton:  Sherry Comer, Director of Camdenton R-III School’s Project PASS (Partners Assisting Student Success).  Comer is director of five sites, grades kindergarten through twelve.  Project PASS is an innovative community-based, academic afterschool program funded through a 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant.  The program’s primary goal is to provide students and their families with the skills, resources, and support necessary for success in school as well as in life.  Camdenton R-III School’s Project PASS collaborates with various community agencies, support groups, businesses, clubs, and community members to provide activities and classes.  

Nevada, Las Vegas: Susan Bonar-Waters, Project Director of 21st Century Community

Learning Center Programs for Clark County School District.  These programs serve more than 3,000 individuals in 15 schools, providing out-of-school time programs that include tutoring, mentoring, enrichment, and academic activities, promoting academic, cultural, and social growth, as well as recreation and family wellness.  The 21st Century Community Learning Center Programs strive to develop and expand collaborative partnerships among schools, parents, community-based and business organizations.  Bonar-Waters holds an M.A. in Educational Administration and Supervision and is a former elementary school teacher, business manager, and rancher.  

Nevada, Pyramid Lake/Nixon: Carolyn Harry, Higher Education Coordinator and Director of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program.  Harry is living a vision she had always hoped would happen for her Tribe.  She coordinates, plans and directs two community learning centers, one for grades seven to twelve and the other for the entire community.  The programs provide an afterschool program for seventh to twelfth graders where academic and enrichment activities take place, including a strong focus on cultural preservation with language and crafts.  Community Education programs focus on distance education programs, Adult Basic Education, computer workshops, and family literacy programs.  

New Hampshire, Chichester: Joe Drake, Regional Coordinator, PlusTime NH.  PlusTime NH is a statewide non-profit that provides essential leadership, support, and guidance to create, expand, and enhance afterschool programs in New Hampshire communities. Drake works directly with communities and afterschool programs, providing technical assistance through trainings and direct consultations.  Drake provides assistance in all aspects of afterschool programming, from needs assessments and community coalition building to sustainability.

NEW YORK, Queens County: Valerie Littleton-Cohen, Center Director of the Foster-Laurie Police Athletic League (PAL) Community Center.  Cohen is building administrator for a multi-dimensional community center that provides services and assistance to community members between the ages of six and 96.  Foster-Laurie’s menu of services includes, but is not limited to, academic assistance after school for school-age participants, Summer Day Camp, GED and Technical Skills Training for high school non-completers, and a full range of services for senior adults.  Foster-Laurie is known for its cultural enrichment in the areas of performing and visual arts.  Cohen is also New York State Advisor for the Youth and College Division of the NAACP, which has nearly 30 chapters statewide.  Cohen has initiated an “Adopt-An-Afterschool” program to encourage each unit to volunteer at an afterschool program.

NORTH CAROLINA, Charlotte: Claire Kinnett Tate, Director of POST (Partners In Out-Of-School Time).  POST works to ensure that all school-age children and youth in Mecklenburg County have access to high-quality programs, activities, and opportunities in their out-of-school time.   Tate has chaired POST since it began in 1998 as a planning initiative, convened by Foundation For The Carolinas, to study the needs of children and youth in the time they spend outside of school.  Tate serves on the boards of the North Carolina School Age Care Coalition, the North Carolina Center for Afterschool Programs, the North Carolina Child Care Commission, and the North Carolina 21st Century Community Learning Centers project.  She also serves actively on numerous boards and associations of The Children’s Alliance, Alliance of Part-Day Preschools For Children & Families, Central Avenue Bi-Lingual Preschool, Court Clubhouse, North Carolina Outward Bound Charlotte Committee and Friends of Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County.  Tate is a Senior Fellow of the American Leadership Forum, Charlotte Regional Chapter.  A Columbus, Georgia native, she is a former sixth grade teacher in Chapel Hill.
OHIO, Columbus: Karen Jackson, Ohio’s Out-of-School Time Project State Coordinator.  Jackson oversees a statewide training and technical assistance project that trains 7,000 program staff who serve 147,000 children annually, and provides local technical assistance through lending libraries, site visits, consultations, and telephone help lines to Ohio’s afterschool programs.  Under her guidance, the Out-of-School Time Project has produced and disseminated School-Age and Adolescent Program Guidelines, tip sheets, newsletters, and other materials to aid in the development of high quality afterschool programs.  Jackson’s statewide efforts include working with stakeholders from schools, community-based organizations, public policy makers, and funders to develop public awareness and support for quality afterschool programs.

OHIO, Bowling Green: Warren Fauver, Director of the Community Learning Centers of Wood County.  Over the past three and a half years, Fauver developed a coordinated network of five rural afterschool and summer Community Learning Centers as a service of the Wood County Educational Service Center.  This year-round program provides enrichment and extended learning opportunities for more than 400 elementary youth, along with supportive programs and events for parents and families. The Community Learning Centers of Wood County has been featured by the National Center for Community Education for its extensive use of resource partnerships, including five school districts, Bowling Green State University, the Ohio State University Extension-Wood County Office, 577 Foundation, COSI Toledo, Arts Council-Lake Erie West, Wood County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, Wood County Solid Waste District, and others.  Community partnerships with other child- and family-serving organizations, along with highly dedicated staff, have been keys to the program’s success.  In April, the American School Board Journal recognized the Centers as one of just 24 2003 Magna Award recipients for its impact in serving youth through community collaboration.  In July, the Community Learning Centers of Wood County affiliated with the United Way of Greater Toledo.

OREGON, Canby: Kitty Thiel, Coordinator of Canby Community Education (CCE).  Thiel maintains a self-supporting program of classes and activities for all ages of community participants.  The mission of Canby Community Education is to provide life-long educational opportunities for people of all ages by using community resources.  CCE collaborates with the school district, college, YMCA, 4-H, 21st Century Community Learning Centers, support groups, businesses, and community members.  Through these strong partnerships, CCE strives to benefit everyone in the community whether they use the classes and activities to improve grades and skills or simply to explore their interests.  Canby Community Education was recently named a recipient of a Rural Community School Partnership (RCSP) Grant funded by the Ford Family Foundation, assisted by the Oregon Community Education Association, and Willamette Education Service District.  The RCSP grants are awarded to rural school districts to help young community school programs become established and flourish in their communities. 

PENNSYLVANIA, Philadelphia: Donna Frisby-Greenwood, Executive Director of Inner-City Games Philadelphia (ICGP) since 1999.  Frisby-Greenwood was personally selected by Inner-City Games Foundation (ICGF) National Chairman Arnold Schwarzenegger, who saw her speak on C-SPAN at The World Affairs Council’s 50th Anniversary.  As Executive Director of ICGP, Frisby-Greenwood oversees all of ICGP’s programming, staffing, and development activities including the creation of new programs, the expansion of existing ones, and nurturing financial support.  The Philadelphia operation is one of ICGF’s 15 programs operating in major cities throughout the United States.  ICGP provides free-of-charge, out of school educational programs that give youth in underserved neighborhoods the skills to build positive and healthy futures for themselves and their communities.

TEXAS, Fort Worth:  Sue Matkin, Director of 21st Century Community Learning Centers for the Fort Worth Independent School District.  Matkin oversees eleven 21st Century sites in Fort Worth, and serves on the board of the Tarrant County Youth Collaboration and the Tarrant County Work Advantage Youth Ad Hoc Committee.  In her long career in education, Matkin has taught middle and high school, served as Director of Child Care Dallas Centers, and as Director of Texas CampFire’s Work/Family Division. She was the Center Director and Director of Education Specialists for the Army Child Development Services in Frankfurt, Germany, providing programming for early childhood and school-age students.  Matkin serves as a CDA Representative, assessing candidates for Child Development Associate certification, awarded by the Washington D.C.-based Council for Professional Recognition.  She works also with the National League of Cities’ School Age Project, in conjunction with Our City, Our Children and Fort Worth Independent School District Afterschool programs.

TEXAS, San Antonio:  Kate Woodward Young, statewide coordinator of the Texas Afterschool Network.  As the state coordinator, Young brings communities together to build solutions for quality school-age care programs, supports organizations at the state level and brings state agencies together to discuss afterschool issues. She has seven years experience running afterschool programs for non-profit organizations in school-based environments and summer initiatives.  She provides afterschool staff training across the country, and is a mother of three children, ages nine, seven, and five.  She is a military wife. 

WEST VIRGINIA, Berkeley Springs:  Jackie Fischer-Murray, 21st Century Community Learning Centers Project Director, Morgan County Schools.   The project is in its fourth year, and its last year of U.S. Department of Education funding.  This small rural community with a school system of 2,500 students has united to provide safe places for all students after school, increase youth involvement in the community, and promote community involvement in schools.  The many sectors involved in this movement include: Boys & Girls Club, faith-based organizations, Morgan Arts Council, Morgan County Public Library, health organizations, local police, businesses, and government entities.  All are working together to create a healthy community for children. 

WEST VIRGINIA, Morgantown:  Lynn Sobolov, Project Director of Monongalia County Schools’ Kaleidoscope Community Learning Centers.  Sobolov began implementing afterschool and summer programs four years ago after receiving a U.S. Department of Education 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant for $1.8 million.  Kaleidoscope opened at three middle school sites in 1999 and has expanded to include nine locations serving more than 1,000 students annually.  Kaleidoscope offers a variety of academic enrichment and recreation activities for area youth, including cooking, rocketry, juggling, Lego labs and other topics of interest to participants.  

WISCONSIN, Racine: Patricia DeLancey, Director of Community Programs/21st Century Community Learning Centers, Lighted Schoolhouse Program.  DeLancey has been with the program since 2000, and currently administers its twelve elementary and three middle school sites.  The program received more than $4 million in grants at its full funding capacity for 22 sites and enrolled more than 5,100 students, with some 2,000 receiving services on a daily basis.  Through extensive collaboration with the community, the program provides daily homework, math and reading tutoring, enrichment/enhancement, and recreational activities, and arts programming that support academic and social/emotional development.  Through Parent Education, the program also strengthens families and supports students.  DeLancey serves in various state-level capacities and as a Wisconsin School Age Credential Advisor.  She serves on the Board of Directors and as Public Policy Chair for the Wisconsin School Age Care Alliance.


