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NEWLY NAMED AFTERSCHOOL “AMBASSADORS” TO ATTEND SECRETARY RILEY’S STATE OF EDUCATION SPEECH

Experts on Developing Afterschool Programs From North Carolina,

Arizona & Tennessee Will Be Available for Interviews

In a unique and powerful partnership, the Afterschool Alliance has joined the National Center for Community Education, U.S. Department of Education 21st Century Community Learning Center initiative, and JCPenney to name the nation’s first “afterschool ambassadors.”  The newly selected ambassadors, chosen for their dedication to providing quality afterschool programs, will attend Secretary Riley’s speech at Southern High School in Durham on Tuesday, February 22, at noon.  They are:

Judy Espinosa, Santa Cruz Valley (Rio Rico), Arizona

Bricca Sweet, Watauga County (Boone), North Carolina

Anne McGintis, Hamilton County (Chattanooga), Tennessee

All three ambassadors will be available for interviews after Secretary Riley’s speech.

Communities across the nation are adopting afterschool programs to provide students with a safe place to enjoy creative learning opportunities designed to help them improve their grades and self-esteem.  In two-thirds of U.S. households with married couples and children under age 18, both parents work outside the home.  More than 28 million school-age children have either their only parent or both parents working outside the home.  An estimated five to seven million – and believed to be upwards of 15 million – “latchkey children” go home alone after school each day.

Research shows that juvenile violence rises dramatically during afterschool hours, but students involved in afterschool programs exhibit fewer behavioral problems, better ability to handle conflicts, and improved self-confidence.  Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

A minimum of 15 afterschool ambassadors will be chosen this year.  Each ambassador receives a $10,000 stipend, plus training and support so they can help others develop and expand afterschool programs.  

Initiated and currently coordinated by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the Afterschool Alliance is a growing partnership of public, private and nonprofit groups committed to raising awareness and expanding resources for afterschool programs. 
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