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Afterschool Alliance Names 25 ‘Afterschool Ambassadors’ from Communities around the Country
Local Leaders to Promote Afterschool as Part of JCPenney-Sponsored Program;

Retailer to Contribute Funds to Local Programs

Washington, DC – The Afterschool Alliance today announced the selection of 25 local leaders from around the nation as Afterschool Ambassadors for the 2001-2002 school year.  The Ambassadors lead afterschool programs, and will serve one-year terms working to build grassroots support for afterschool.  

The Afterschool Ambassadors program is sponsored by JCPenney Afterschool, the retailer’s ongoing $30 million commitment to addressing afterschool issues.

Ambassadors were selected from 20 states and the District of Columbia.  They run programs ranging in size from several hundred to more than 10,000 students.

“Our Ambassadors are afterschool trailblazers,” said Afterschool Alliance Acting Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “They are demonstrating in their daily work the wonderful service that afterschool provides – keeping kids safe, giving them academic help and enrichment opportunities, and helping working parents.  In communities across the nation, a growing number of afterschool programs are helping kids succeed in school and in life, thanks to these Ambassadors and other afterschool leaders.”

Afterschool Ambassadors serve one-year terms organizing public events, communicating with policy makers and building community support for afterschool.  Each will plan a major event for Lights On Afterschool!, the Afterschool Alliance’s October 11 celebration when programs across the country turn their lights on and rally neighborhood support for afterschool.
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As sponsor of the Afterschool Ambassadors program, JCPenney Afterschool will contribute $1,000 to each Ambassador’s afterschool program, as well as provide training for each ambassador.  JCPenney Afterschool also sponsors afterschool programs provided by the Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the YMCA of the USA.  In addition, each of JCPenney’s more than 1,000 department stores in the United States provides an Afterschool Community Zone where parents can find information about afterschool programs in their area.

“The Ambassadors will play an important role in helping connect parents and their children to quality afterschool programs,” said Ed Solczak, Director of JCPenney Afterschool.  “These programs help children flourish while keeping them safe after the school day ends.  JCPenney is deeply committed to afterschool programs.  They make sense for our children, our customers and their communities.”

Nationwide, as many as 15 million latchkey children have no adult supervision during non-school hours.  Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to spend the afternoons once the school day is over.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment.  They improve academic achievement, keep kids safe, help working families, and teach children social skills and conflict resolution.  Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

The appointment of the Ambassadors comes at a time when afterschool issues are exploding across the nation. In addition to ongoing support at the national and state levels, more than 60 cities recently surveyed by the National League of Cities have indicated an interest in exploring afterschool needs in their communities.

The 2001-2002 Afterschool Ambassadors are:  Peggy Sparks, Birmingham, Alabama; Jolene LeFlore, Phoenix, Arizona; Ana Rosenberg, Los Angeles, California; John Ervin, Modesto, California; Deb Ferrin, San Diego, California; Kenneth Sandoval; Denver, Colorado; Alina Columbus, Wilmington, Delaware; Annie Betancourt, Miami, Florida; Mindy DiSalvo, Decatur, Georgia; Stacey Williamson, Indianapolis, Indiana; Herb Higgin, Michigan City, Indiana; Angela Henry, Iola, Kansas; Marcy Buren, Flint, Michigan; Matthew Kjorstad, Minneapolis, Minnesota; Marion Eisen, St. Louis, Missouri; Marty Young, Moorestown, New Jersey; Albert Pollard, Long Island City, New York; Frank Camp, Chapel Hill, North Carolina; Amy Gordon, Columbus, Ohio; Peg Zander, Portland, Oregon; Gail Hawkins-Bush, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Ronald Morris, Dallas, Texas; Edwin Barrera, San Benito, Texas; Howard Brown, Washington, DC; and Lynn Sobolov, Morgantown, West Virginia. 
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The Afterschool Alliance is a growing partnership of public, private and nonprofit groups committed to raising awareness about the importance of afterschool programs and advocating for quality, affordable programs for every family that needs them.  The Alliance was initiated by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education.  Information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

There are more than 1,000 JCPenney department stores throughout the 50 United States.  The company sponsors JCPenney Afterschool, a nationwide partnership with the Boys & Girls Clubs of America, the YMCA of the USA, and the Afterschool Alliance.  JCPenney Afterschool sponsors the Afterschool Alliance’s Afterschool Ambassadors program as well as Lights On Afterschool!

Afterschool Ambassadors 2001/2002

Alabama, Birmingham: Dr. Peggy Sparks, Senior Executive Director of Parents, Business, Ministerial & Community Involvement Services K-12 for Birmingham City Schools.  Sparks has earned national recognition for her extensive talent and expertise in designing model youth programs, coordination and collaboration, developing strategies to facilitate parent/community involvement as well as involving six key stakeholders in the educational process.

Arizona, Phoenix: Jolene LeFlore, Director, Development & Grants for the Omega Academy Arizona IMPACT (I Motivate People & Community Together) Afterschool Program. Arizona IMPACT Afterschool Program partners with 21 youth serving organizations to provide academic, social, community and physical enrichment activities for more than 300 kindergarten to 12th grade students and more than 200 families throughout the Southwest Phoenix community.

California, Los Angeles: Ana Rosenberg, Director of Operations for LA’S BEST (Better Educated Students for Tomorrow) After School Enrichment Program.  Rosenberg has been instrumental in leading the growth of LA’s BEST from 29 to more than 78 program sites.  Her responsibilities include program administration and evaluation, organizational development and grant analysis.  LA’s BEST approaches inner-city children as resources to be developed rather than problems to be solved.  LA’s BEST has grown to serve more than 13,500 students. 

California, Modesto: John Ervin, Project Coordinator for the Modesto City Schools 21st Century Afterschool Learning Programs (ASLP). The 21st Century ASLP is housed in 12 schools in Modesto.  It focuses on academics, enrichment, recreation, service learning and community programs.  The program serves approximately 800 students a day.  Parents, students, volunteers, community-based organizations, teachers, academic case managers, paraprofessionals, recreation staff and administrators work together to provide a well-rounded and safe afterschool learning environment which empowers them to accomplish any goal they set for themselves.

California, San Diego: Deb Ferrin, Child Care Coordinator for the City of San Diego.  Ferrin oversees San Diego’s “6 to 6” Extended School Day Program at 202 schools.  San Diego’s “6 to 6” provides before and after school enrichment at every elementary and middle school in the City of San Diego, serving more than 25,000 students through a collaborative partnership with 16 community-based organizations. 

Colorado, Denver: Kenny Sandoval, Project Manager of the Mi Casa Resource Center for Women, Inc.-Lake Beacon Neighborhood Center.  The Lake Beacon Neighborhood Center is a school-based community center that offers children, youth and families in low-income neighborhoods a wide range of afterschool activities.  These include educational enrichment activities such as tutoring, a host of recreational activities, arts and crafts, technology and leadership development training.  For adults, the center offers GED and ESL classes.

DC, Washington: Howard M. Brown, Director, out-of-school programs for the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS).  These include ten 21st Century Community Learning Centers as well as aftercare and summer programs in 110 other schools from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade.  Brown is DCPS’s point person for interagency collaboration on issues related to out-of-school time programs and is spearheading the District’s efforts to turn schools into Family Support Centers which operate well beyond the regular school day in nine transforming schools.

Delaware, Wilmington: Alina M. Columbus, Program Coordinator of Project C.H.A.N.C.E., a 21st Century Community Learning Center located at three urban schools.  The program serves  at-risk students in pre-kindergarten through fifth grades.  The program offers before and after school care in a safe and nurturing environment.  It is designed to improve academic achievement and cultural enrichment opportunities.  The program offers homework assistance, music instruction (guitar, violin, music exploration), computer classes, ceramic lessons and a host of other activities.

Florida, Miami: Annie Betancourt, Project Coordinator of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers at Miami-Dade County Public Schools.  Betancourt has served as Project Coordinator since the inception of the program almost three years ago.  Betancourt is a longtime civic activist who sees public policy full circle and is acutely aware of her community’s needs.  She currently serves in the Florida House of Representatives where she has championed legislation to promote quality education in a safe learning environment for children.

Georgia, DeKalb County: Mindy DiSalvo, Director of 20 Family Technology Resource Centers in this Atlanta-area school system. The Family Technology Resource Center (FTRCTM) is an exciting community and family-oriented education program for all citizens of DeKalb County and employees of the DeKalb County School System.  The FTRCTM gives communities access to technology and computer-based learning, encourages parental participation and involvement in the classroom, promotes meaningful business partnerships that address community needs and interests, supports improved student achievement and attendance and facilitates increased job skills and employment.  FTRCTM participants have contributed more than 60,000 volunteer hours to the schools in the county.  More than 10,000 community and/or school system employees have participated in the FTRCTM.  

Indiana, Indianapolis: Stacey Williamson, area school coordinator for Bridges to Success

(a collaboration between United Way of Central Indiana and Indianapolis Public Schools).  Williamson helps students succeed by creating enduring partnerships among schools, families and communities.  Bridges to Success engages families and neighborhoods in support of students in their schools, engages the larger community in support of all Indianapolis Public Schools, and serves as an information clearinghouse and active resource for all stakeholders.

Indiana, Michigan City: Herb Higgin, Program Coordinator of the Safe Harbor After School Program with the Michigan City Area School System.  Higgin administers an afterschool program to four elementary and two middle school sites.  More than 550 students are enrolled.  Safe Harbor is a collaborative effort that provides a variety of services from making quilts, to read-a-thons, to family (technology) nights.  Volunteering and mentoring programs are available, sponsored by the National Honor Society as well as the Michigan City Chamber of Commerce.

Kansas, Iola: Angela Henry, Director of SAFE BASE (Student Activities Fun and Educational, Before, After School and Evening) Program.  Henry helps plan, promote and administer seven afterschool and community program sites. The SAFE BASE program, funded by a 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant, offers homework help and tutoring, academically enriching activities and community education classes to kindergarten through 12th grade students and adults through the collaborative efforts of community teachers and school staff.

Michigan, Flint: Marcy Buren, Project Coordinator for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program in the Flint Community Schools.  Buren administers afterschool programs in approximately 20 schools utilizing TANF funding.  Programs are an extension of the school day, and include academic support, cultural enrichment, recreation, athletics, parent involvement and strong community collaboration.

Minnesota, Minneapolis: Matt Kjorstad, Program Coordinator of the Webster Open School YMCA Beacons Program.  Kjorstad helps plan, promote and administer afterschool and community programs.  The YMCA Beacons Program is one of five sites of the Beacons project, a community-based collaborative for low-income youth to improve student academic, social and lifework development though extended day learning activities.

Missouri, St. Louis: Marion Eisen, Coordinator of the Community Planning Committee for Afterschool Programs.  Eisen created the project-based collaborative of diverse youth development professionals to build public awareness and a common vocabulary about afterschool programs for underserved youth.  An attorney and former schoolteacher, Eisen began her career as the first Special Prosecutor for Child Abuse in St. Louis.  Eisen works to expand community efforts that strengthen youth and community by connecting resources to expand the availability of afterschool programs available to all families.  She has worked closely with the St. Louis 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program to support community partnerships. 

New Jersey, Moorestown:  Martha C. Young, Senior Consultant for FOUNDATIONS, Inc.  Young coordinates the annual Beyond School Hours Conference, and is the Parent and Community Involvement Specialist and the Faith Based Liaison at FOUNDATIONS, a non-profit organization that provides technical assistance to extended day learning programs, schools and districts.  FOUNDATIONS operates more than 35 programs, has published afterschool curricula and the FOUNDATIONS Quality Assurance Scale.

New York, Long Island City: Albert Pollard, Program Coordinator for the Jacob Riis/I.S. 126 – TASC After-School Program.  Pollard has been running afterschool programs for the Jacob Riis Settlement for six years and currently administers the TASC program to more than 200 students in grades six to eight. The program has a unique format where students are able to select and participate in one of three “Academies” – Performance Arts, Journalism and Entrepreneurial.  The program also includes academic assistance, recreation and club activities to round out the afterschool menu.

North Carolina, Chapel Hill: Frank Camp, Site Director of Smith Middle School After Three at R.D. Euzelle Smith Middle School.  Camp established the program in response to the need for an afterschool program among local children and families.  The program serves approximately one-third of the student population.  After Three offers academic support from teachers and college student volunteers, and a variety of activities from painting murals to developing web sites to attending sporting events.
Ohio, Columbus: Amy Gordon, Project Director for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers in six Columbus public schools.  Gordon, who is employed by Communities in Schools, coordinates the community learning center sites to provide academic and enrichment opportunities for children through extended day activities.  She strives to see children’s lives enriched by linking community-based organizations, businesses and parent and community volunteers who bring their skills to children in the out of school time hours.
Oregon, Portland: Peg Zander, Community School Coordinator at Harold Oliver School.  Zander manages afterschool and evening classes for children and adults.  She also coordinates the use of the building for the community during non-school hours.  Harold Oliver Community School is one of 13 community school sites operated by Portland Parks & Recreation in the Portland metropolitan area.

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: Gail A. Hawkins-Bush is chief operations administrator of the Alliance for Progress Charter School.   The school is located in North Central Philadelphia and is operated and owned by Women’s Christian Alliance, the first African American non-sectarian social agency in the City of Philadelphia.  This agency is also located in North Central Philadelphia.  The 21st Century Community Learning Center at the school offers programs for both parents and children.  This extended day program provides teacher-directed programs in academic, cultural and social development and includes community collaboration with local libraries and higher education institutions.

Texas, Dallas: Ronald P. Morris, Dallas Independent School District coordinator of 21st Century Community Learning Center programs serving 45 schools in the nation's 11th largest district.  Ron Morris works with schools to help set up and maintain comprehensive afterschool programs focused on linking parents, students and community members to a variety of academic, cultural and enrichment activities throughout the city.  Morris works with community-based organizations including Camp Fire USA, ArtsPartners, the YMCA, and other local non-profit agencies to help provide safe havens for inner city students during the critical afterschool hours.

Texas, San Benito: Edwin Barrera, Program Director for the PHD Program (Public Education from the Home to the Doctorate) for San Benito Consolidated Independent School District.  Barrera oversees 14 sites, which are located at all public school campuses in San Benito.  More than 3,000 students attend the afterschool program on a weekly basis and approximately 5,000 students and parents attend 12 different college tours during the school year.  The objective of the PHD Program is to encourage students to further their educational future by preparing for college as early as kindergarten.  The program has helped triple college enrollment at San Benito High School.

West Virginia, Morgantown: Lynn Sobolov, Project Director of Monongalia County Schools’ Kaleidoscope Community Learning Centers.  Sobolov began implementing afterschool and summer programs three years ago after receiving a U.S. Department of Education 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant for $1.8 million.  Kaleidoscope opened at three middle school sites in 1999 and has expanded to include nine locations offering a variety of academic enrichment and recreation activities for area youth including cooking, rocketry, juggling, Hands-on-Science and other topics of interest to participants.  


