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NEW STATEWIDE POLL OF VOTERS FINDS OVERWHELMING

BI-PARTISAN DEMAND FOR AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Voters would pay higher taxes, use budget surplus to increase supply

Legislative hearings planned Wednesday, January 24th

SACRAMENTO, CA—Nine out of ten California voters (92 percent) believe there should be organized activities that provide learning opportunities for children and teens after school every day, according to a new public opinion survey released today by the Afterschool Alliance, a national partnership of public, private and non-profit organizations, in conjunction with a number of California groups.

In addition, two thirds of voters (65 percent) would increase their taxes by $100 per year for every child to attend an after school program. Three quarters of voters (74 percent) favor using the state budget surplus to pay for after school programs throughout the state. Seven in ten voters (69 percent) say there are not enough after school programs in California today.

“This poll confirms the strong support for after school programs,” said Judy Samelson, Acting Director of the Afterschool Alliance. “Voters recognize the benefits these programs provide, from helping working families, to providing learning opportunities, to building social skills.”

The strong support for after school programs crosses all racial, ethnic, geographic and partisan lines, with at least eight in ten voters in every demographic subgroup agreeing that all children and teens should have access to such activities.

Other findings include:

(
Voters say the single biggest problem facing children today is the fact that they are alone and unsupervised after school (35 percent). 

(
Seven in ten voters (69 percent) think the state government should play a moderate to major role in helping develop after school programs.

(
Almost two thirds of respondents (64 percent) say that businesses should play a similar role in helping develop such programs.

“These results provide a strong imperative for the legislature and governor to act immediately to correct the enormous gap between supply of and demand for after school programs,” said Amy Dominguez-Arms, Vice President of Children Now, which joined in the release.

Over/

Need Far Exceeds Supply

California Governor Gray Davis’ proposed 2001-02 state budget adds 44,000 after school slots, which would bring the total number of state- and federally-subsidized places to approximately 300,000. According to Children Now, a child advocacy and policy organization, there are almost 2.8 million 5- to 14-year-olds who need after school programs, of which over 1.5 million would likely require subsidies.

After School Programs Can Improve Academic Outcomes

The U.S. Department of Education reports that children and youth who attend high quality after school programs have better peer relations, grades and conduct in school compared to classmates who are not in after school programs.

After School Programs Increase Children’s Safety

The after school hours of 3pm to 6pm are a peak time for juvenile crime. These are also the hours when kids are most likely to become victims of crimes.

In addition, according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, students who spent no time in extracurricular activities are 49 percent more likely to have used drugs and 37 percent more likely to become teen parents than those students who spend one to four hours per week in extracurricular activities.

According to Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, an organization of law enforcement leaders, more than 90% of law enforcement previously surveyed agreed that expanding after school programs would reduce youth crime and violence.

Legislative Hearings Planned

State Senator Deirdre Alpert (D-San Diego) and Assemblyman Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) will hold legislative hearings about after school on Wednesday, January 24th at the State Capitol. This follows six regional meetings in Los Angeles, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, Chico and Fresno that drew over 1,000 attendees across the state during December and January. The meetings were co-convened by over forty law enforcement, education, business and community organizations.

The telephone survey of 800 voters age 18 and older was conducted by Lake, Snell, Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group from September 10 to September 14, 2000. The margin of error is +/- 3.5 percent. The survey was conducted for the Afterschool Alliance with funding from the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and JCPenney.

The Alliance released these findings in conjunction with a statewide steering committee on after-school including Boys & Girls Clubs, California Collaboration for Youth, California Council of Churches, California State PTA, Children Now, Fight Crime: Invest in Kids California and the Foundation Consortium. Media review copies of the topline survey are available from Erin O’Hara, Martin & Glantz (for the Afterschool Alliance) 415-331-1970 x30.
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