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NEW POLL ON AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS TO BE TOPIC

OF TWO CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS THIS WEEK

Do Americans support afterschool programs?  Are they willing to pay more taxes to expand afterschool?  What kinds of services do afterschool programs provide?  Is current funding sufficient to meet the need for afterschool in the United States today?

Those and other questions will be answered when leading pollsters and experts from the U.S. Department of Education, Afterschool Alliance, and Fight Crime: Invest in Kids brief members of Congress and their staffs this week.  The hour-long briefings will be: 

9 AM Tuesday, September 19

1116 Longworth House Office Building

AND

9 AM Wednesday, September 20

Senate Court 5 (SC-5, Capitol Building)

WITH

Judy Samelson, Acting Director, Afterschool Alliance

Frank Holleman, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Education

Celinda Lake, Lake Snell Perry & Associates

Dave Sackett, The Tarrance Group

A representative from Fight Crime: Invest in Kids will also speak.  The experts will discuss the results of a poll that explored public attitudes toward afterschool programs, including funding options and benefits, and voters’ views about the major problems facing children today.  The telephone survey of 800 voters age 18 and older was conducted by Lake Snell Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group from June 11 to June 14.  The survey was funded by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and JCPenney. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a growing partnership of public, private and nonprofit groups committed to raising awareness and expanding resources for afterschool programs.  The Alliance grew out of a partnership between the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education around the 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative.  The Alliance is currently coordinated by the Mott Foundation.

#     #     #

NOTE:
To obtain copies of the Afterschool Alliance public opinion poll on afterschool, and other background information on afterschool programs, please call Ridgely Benjamin or Gretchen Wright at 202/371-1999.
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