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Zany Brainy, Inc. Joins Entertainment Industry to Launch

Major Commitment to Afterschool Programs

First Ever Star-Studded “Zany Brainy Education Works” Event in Hollywood

Hosted by Jane Seymour

Hollywood, CA, March 22, 2000 – Zany Brainy and ZanyBrainy.com, the nation’s leading retailer and e-tailer of high-quality, nonviolent, safe and fun products for kids, today launched a yearlong afterschool commitment to the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF) and the Afterschool Alliance through “Zany Brainy Education Works,” a star-studded, family event at Universal Studios Hollywood on Saturday, March 25 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Led by event host Jane Seymour, the guest list for “Zany Brainy Education Works” includes a who’s who of the Hollywood creative community, including Meryl Streep, Haley Joel Osment, Helen Hunt, Elisabeth Shue, Geena Davis, Val Kilmer, Robert Zemeckis and many more.  “Zany Brainy Education Works” is hosted by the Entertainment Industry Foundation, the Creative Artists Agency Foundation and the Universal Studios Foundation.

 
Through “Zany Brainy Education Works,” Zany Brainy joins the Afterschool Alliance and the entertainment industry to raise awareness and funds for quality afterschool programming.  This major afterschool initiative has the potential to impact some 15 million children across the country who are home alone afterschool.  The need for afterschool programs crosses all levels of society in suburban, urban and rural areas.  In fact, a recent study revealed that 9 out of 10 Americans said that it was personally important for them to have an afterschool program in their community.

“Since our inception in 1991, Zany Brainy has offered kids programs afterschool and all summer long ( 45,000 free events were held in our retail stores just last year,” said Keith Spurgeon, chairman and CEO, Zany Brainy, Inc.  “This new initiative with EIF and the Afterschool Alliance allows us to reach even more kids nationwide by leveraging our unique creative play resources to enhance afterschool programs for millions of children.  Kids need constant stimulation to grow and learn, and we at Zany Brainy believe in the power of creative play for kids of all ages.”

Program Launch at “Zany Brainy Education Works”
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A Zany Brainy “Creative Playland” will be the centerpiece of the event, held the day before the Academy Awards(, for celebrities and their families, as well as business and education leaders. Zany Brainy garnered the support of several of its vendors to help build the Creative Playland at “Zany Brainy Education Works” a hands-on, kid-friendly activity center with events, games and the most progressive interactive technology, including virtual reality games, web-based music distribution and 360-degree photos.  
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“There are more than 28 million children whose parents work outside the home, usually out of economic necessity,” said Jane Seymour.  “Zany Brainy’s new afterschool initiative will raise awareness for the need for afterschool programs nationwide, which have proven to help all children both academically and socially.”

Zany Brainy’s further commitment to afterschool programs will consist of several awareness-raising marketing initiatives including, the distribution of Public Service Announcements (PSAs), direct mail campaigns, in-store consumer promotions and special events, as well as several on-line components with ZanyBrainy.com. 

Benefits of Afterschool Programs

According to the U.S. Department of Education’s 1998 study “Safe and Smart: Making Afterschool Hours Work for Kids,” quality afterschool programs can provide positive environments and enriching age-appropriate activities.  School age children attending these programs can build on what they have learned in the regular school day, explore further areas of skills and interest, and develop relationships with caring adults, all of which are factors related to their success as adults.  The programs can meet family needs by providing responsible adult supervision of children during non-school hours.  By offering young people rewarding, challenging and age-appropriate activities in a safe, structured and positive environment, afterschool programs help to reduce and prevent juvenile delinquency and to insulate children from injury and violent victimization.  

About Zany Brainy, Inc.

Zany Brainy, Inc. (Nasdaq National Market: ZANY) is a leading specialty retailer of high quality toys, games, books and multimedia products for kids.  Its products entertain, educate and speak to the imaginations of children up to 12 years of age.  Zany Brainy combines distinctive merchandise offerings with superior customer service and daily in-store events to create an interactive, kid-friendly, fun and exciting shopping experience for children and adults.  Zany Brainy strongly believes in supporting and enhancing afterschool programs and has expanded its commitment to address this critical need for millions of kids nationwide.  Zany Brainy currently operates 104 stores in 27 states.  In November 1999, Zany Brainy.com, an e-commerce venture of Zany Brainy, Inc. and Online Retail Partners, was launched to bring the magic of Zany Brainy’s unique in-store experience to the Web to create an innovative toy shopping experience.  For more information, log onto www.ZanyBrainy.com

About the Afterschool Alliance

The Afterschool Alliance is a growing coalition of public, private and nonprofit organizations committed to raising awareness and resources for afterschool programs.  The goal of the Afterschool Alliance is to ensure that every child has access to a quality, affordable afterschool program by the year 2010.  Initiated and currently coordinated by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the Alliance grew out of a partnership between the Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education.  Initial partners of this emerging alliance are the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney, the Entertainment Industry Foundation, People Magazine, Creative Artists Agency Foundation and the Advertising Council.
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