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San Francisco Afterschool Program

Recognized in National Contest on ‘Sustainability’

‘After School Enrichment Program’

Founder Wins Trip to World Series
Elizabeth Albert, a founder and executive director of San Francisco’s After School Enrichment Program, based at McKinley Elementary School (1025 14th Street at Castro), was today named the national winner of the Afterschool Alliance’s “Home Run Contest,” recognizing afterschool programs that have developed creative and successful funding strategies.  The Afterschool Alliance provided tickets and a trip to the Major League Baseball World Series to Albert.

The After School Enrichment Program (ASEP) is a licensed nonprofit child care center for school-age children, operating on the campus of McKinley Elementary.  Its mission is to provide a safe, nurturing and enriching environment, and it provides daily homework help and small-group tutoring, as well as instruction in the natural sciences, reading, writing, arts, cooking, and physical education.  Now in its fifth year of operation, the program serves 100 children, in a school with a student enrollment of 170. 

“One of many things that makes ASEP special is that its leaders have cultivated a broad range of partnerships and funding sources,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson in announcing the award.  “Across the nation, we’re seeing proven afterschool programs forced to cut back services, initiate fees for parents or even close their doors due to government budget cuts.  ASEP has been creative in cultivating partnerships with public and private entities, and has pieced together a stable budget that draws on a number of sources, including local and federal government dollars, as well as charitable giving.  As a result, the program is able to continue doing what afterschool does best: help kids learn, keep them safe, and help working families.  We think other afterschool programs will want to follow that example, which is why we are honoring this remarkable program.”

“ASEP is thrilled by the honor,” said Albert.  “We work very hard to make an important contribution to the community and we’ve been fortunate to find willing partners in the community – in businesses, local universities, the San Francisco school system and the City of San Francisco.  They sustain us and keep us strong, just as we try to sustain and keep strong the children who attend our programs.”
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Add One

The Home Run Contest was established this year by the Afterschool Alliance to help identify afterschool programs whose approach to “sustainability” would serve as a model for struggling programs.

ASEP was founded in 1999 by Elizabeth Albert and Margaret Sheehan – two mothers who were then struggling to find quality afterschool care for their children.  The program grew quickly, expanding from 20 students in its first year to 100 today.  During the 2002-2003 school year, ASEP staff twice administered reading tests to half of the program’s enrollees – in September and again in May.  The results, according to ASEP, demonstrated a significant increase in the percentage of students with at-grade-level language decoding skills – from 28 percent in September to 72 percent in May.  Sheehan has since left the Bay Area.

Albert acknowledged the important role McKinley principal Bonnie Coffey-Smith and the school’s faculty and staff play in the afterschool program.  “We would not have been able to start this program, had it not been for their undying support and spirit of collaboration,” she said.  “My children attended McKinley, and I can’t say enough good things about the school.” 

To enter the Home Run Contest, Albert submitted information via the Afterschool Alliance’s web site (www.afterschoolalliance.org).  She described the organization’s founding, and its ongoing programs and fundraising efforts.  Awards in the contest are going to two afterschool providers – Albert, and runner-up John Meredith of Houston’s Aspiring Youth After-School Program.

In recognition of the program’s achievement, Albert will receive tickets to games 3, 4 and 5 of the World Series, to be played in the hometown of the National League representative Florida Marlins (Miami), along with travel and hotel for the trip.

Nationwide, as many as 15 million latchkey children have no adult supervision during non-school hours.  These youth are more likely to become involved in risky behavior, and are missing important opportunities to learn and grow.  Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to go once the school day is over.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment.  They improve academic achievement, keep kids safe, help working families, and teach children social skills and conflict resolution.  Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  For more information, go to www.afterschoolalliance.org,  or contact the Afterschool Alliance media office at 202-371-1999.
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