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Afterschool Leader Says Failure to Increase Federal Afterschool Budget

Will Undermine Children’s Safety, Academic Success

“While an improvement over last year’s afterschool funding request, the budget President Bush presented the Congress today falls critically short of living up to the promise of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  In order to leave no child behind, NCLB recommends that $2 billion in federal funding be provided for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative in Fiscal Year 2005 to keep kids safe, help them improve academically and support working families.  The President’s request that Congress appropriate just half the authorized amount – $1 billion – is not nearly enough to meet the needs of America’s children and families.  It means that millions of children and their parents will have to find another way to juggle work, school, learning and safety unless Congress once again leads the way in making afterschool the priority the public demands.   

We are heartened that the President has heard the strong public and congressional support for afterschool and that he has abandoned last year’s effort to gut the program.  But flatlining funding at $1 billion for the fourth consecutive year will deny millions of American children safe, supervised environments in which they can grow and discover a passion for learning.  It will force millions of working parents to worry about their children each afternoon.  And it will cause some parents to leave the workforce because they cannot find or afford adequate care for their children.

We ask federal lawmakers to uncap the federal afterschool program next year and let it do what it was intended to do.  Today the federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative provides grants to afterschool programs that serve approximately 1.4 million children across the United States.  That’s progress over where we were a decade ago, but our nation is nowhere near meeting the demand for afterschool.  As many as 15 million latchkey children leave school each afternoon with no adult-supervised activity awaiting them.  Too many of those children become involved in crime, drugs or alcohol, or sexual activity in the hours after school. 

We will work with parents, educators, religious and business leaders, and concerned citizens to convince lawmakers to increase funding for afterschool in Fiscal Year ‘05.  It’s time, and it’s what was promised.  The need is clear, and public support is overwhelming.  Where afterschool is concerned, the No Child Left Behind Act was right to promise $2 billion in the coming year, as part of a series of gradual increases in afterschool funding.  That’s what we will aim for, because that’s where America needs to go.”
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