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Kansas Junior High School Group to Perform at White House

‘Music Mentors’ from Lawrence Afterschool Program

Will Entertain December 28

Washington, DC --- Eight students from Lawrence, Kansas’s Central Junior High School  and seven students from the University of Kansas Lawrence Campus will perform at the White House on December 28.  The students are part of the “Music Mentors” program at the school’s 21st Century Community Learning Center Afterschool Program.

“We’re thrilled to be performing at the White House,” said program director Dr. Martina Thompson, “and honored to be the only group from Kansas to be selected as an official White House Holiday Entertainer.  None of our junior high students have traveled to Washington before, much less visited the White House or performed there.  I know this is an experience they’ll remember with pride for the rest of their lives.”

The Music Mentors program relies on a group of University of Kansas students who volunteer to provide afterschool vocal and instrumental lessons to students at Central Jr. High, East Heights Elementary and New York Elementary.  The Founder and President of Music Mentors is Christie Garton, a senior majoring in business and French at the University of Kansas Lawrence Campus. She started the program in 1999 by recruiting University of Kansas students who were either music majors or had a strong background in music.  Approximately 25 Central Junior High School students and 20 mentors participate in the program, a part of Central’s 21st Century Community Learning Center After-School Program.

The afterschool program receives grant monies from the Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers program.  Music Mentors will perform at noon at the White House on December 28. The group will perform background music for 45 minutes as part of a White House holiday event.  Performances will include a string quartet, a guitar duet, a flute duet and a trumpet solo.

“In communities across the nation, afterschool programs are providing children with a wide range of educational and cultural opportunities,” said Judy Y. Samelson, Acting Director of the Afterschool Alliance.  “It’s a joy to see the Lawrence program recognized for its musical accomplishments, and a reminder for us all about the vital and creative work being done in afterschool programs.”  The Afterschool Alliance is a growing partnership of public, private and nonprofit groups committed to raising awareness and expanding resources for afterschool programs.  The Alliance was initiated by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education, and is currently coordinated by the Mott Foundation.

To arrange interviews with Dr. Thompson, call 785-843-1002; with Ms. Garton, call 785-840-9998; with Ms. Samelson, call 301-762-8980.

-- 30 --

