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October 6, 2000                                  Contact: Tamar Abrams, 703/237-2276

Lights On Afterschool! Events Across the Country to Spotlight Critical Need for Afterschool Programs for All Children

Millions of Children Are Unsupervised Before and After School


Washington, DC…From the Dance Theatre of Harlem to the shores of Seattle, millions of children, parents, community and business leaders, educators – including Education Secretary Richard Riley -- and elected officials will participate in a nationwide event on October 12 – Lights On Afterschool! The events, in every state in the country,  will showcase the most innovative afterschool programs available to our nation’s young people. Lights On Afterschool! is a project of the Afterschool Alliance, sponsored by JCPenney, and co-hosted by the National Community Education Association.


“Lights On Afterschool! will focus a collective national spotlight on some of the bright and creative ways afterschool providers have opened their doors and hearts to help our children and families,” explained Judy Samelson, Acting Director of the Afterschool Alliance. “These dedicated professionals know what parents wish were true: No children should be home alone in those critical hours after the school day ends.”

Research released by the Urban Institute in early September found that large numbers of American children are unsupervised in the hours before and after school – a time when juvenile violence rises dramatically. New research shows that when school ends for the day, juvenile crime triples. It’s also a time when kids become victims of crime and experiment with smoking, drugs and sexual activity. Quality afterschool programs provide a safe friendly learning environment for young people, steer young people away from drugs and crime, and boost their academic achievement.


Among the over 1000 Lights On Afterschool! events currently planned are:

--more--
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· Los Angeles: LA’s BEST – Better Educated Students for Tomorrow – is an afterschool education, enrichment and recreation program serving more than 13,000 children ages 5 to 12 in 76 elementary schools across LA. Invited guests – including Los Angeles Mayor Richard Riordan, City Council members, parents, LA’s BEST alumni, and community members – will experience “A Day in the Life of an LA’s BEST Child” by participating in a variety of afterschool activities. 

· Atlanta, GA: “Afterschool Fashions at the Brookhaven Boys & Girls Clubs” – Clothes aren’t the focus of the afterschool fashion show sponsored by Boys & 

· Girls Clubs of Metro Atlanta. It’s the style and substance Club members attribute to their afterschool program that will be modeled in high fashion by kids, parents, staff and even a local police officer and a JCPenney store manager!

· Chicago: “Lights On Afterschool! with Fight Crime: Invest in Kids Illinois” – Participants in a church-based afterschool program for youth and families living in the Garfield Park community will join with the Chicago Police Superintendent Terry Hillard, Cook County State’s Attorney Richard Devine and Fight Crime: Invest in Kids to celebrate the role afterschool programs play in violence prevention.

· New York City: “Lights On Afterschool! Dance Performance: The Arts Ignite the Mind” at the Dance Theatre of Harlem, performed by elementary school students participating in its afterschool program. Speakers at the event include City Council Speaker Peter Vallone and Dance Theatre of Harlem Director Arthur Mitchell.

· Seattle: “Denny Middle School’s After School Activities Program” – Invited guests including parents, school board members, community business leaders, Senator Patty Murray, Governor Gary Locke, Microsoft’s Bill Gates, and World Cup Soccer star Michelle Akers, will be asked to participate with the kids in activities ranging from theater games to ice hockey to a jazz band and a pizza party. 

· Dallas: “The Six Flags of Texas, Texas History” is the theme of the Lights On Afterschool! celebration at Thomas Tolbert Elementary (4000 Blue Ridge Blvd.) on October 12 from 3:30 – 6:30 p.m. In addition to sampling foods from Texas’ six eras, guests and students will enjoy a performance from each of ArtsPartners/Young Audiences afterschool programming areas. These include: Curtains Up on Reading: The Underground Railroad; Discover Theater: Texas History Play/Music; Hispana: Flamenco Dance; Anita Martinez: Ballet Folklorico; Native American Weaving; and Central/South American Folk Art. The Tolbert Elementary Band will also perform various Latin American, French and American selections.

· Flint, MI: “First Lights On Afterschool! Event” – The National Center for Community Education will sponsor a reception at Applewood (the C.S. Mott Estate) at 10:00 p.m. on October 11, followed by a flashlight procession to the Flint Cultural Center’s Bower Theater. Following a film about community education, the event will illuminate the national Lights On Afterschool! celebration by turning on the lights of the Mott Memorial Fountian and the Cultural Center campus.

· Miami: Student performances and a special appearance by film star Maria Conchita Alonso will be the highlights at Miami Springs Elementary Community School as they celebrate “Lights On Afterschool! in Miami.”

· St. Louis: “Lights On Afterschool! at the St. Louis Science Center” – Some 20 community organizations providing afterschool programs will be represented – with over 100 children – to participate in hands-on science activities and learn more about exciting afterschool activities in the St. Louis area.

For more information on these events and to locate events in communities across the country, visit the Lights On Afterschool! website at www.afterschoolalliance.org or call Tamar Abrams at 703/237-2276. We can also provide spokespersons and visuals. 
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