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Lights On Afterschool! Events Nationwide Set for October 11,

Include Tributes to Heroes of 9/11 and Community Service

Experts Say Afterschool Programs More Important than Ever

Washington, DC… The second annual nationwide celebration of afterschool programs – long scheduled for October 11 – has taken on new meaning now that it is scheduled for the one-month anniversary of the terrorist attacks.  “Now more than ever, our nation needs to focus on the well-being of our children,” said Afterschool Alliance Acting Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “Lights On Afterschool! will be a unique and, we hope, healing event – an opportunity for communities to celebrate all that afterschool programs do for children, families and communities.  Afterschool programs help make communities safer, kids smarter and America stronger.”

On October 11, the lights will shine at more than 3,000 afterschool programs that are keeping kids safe, helping working families and inspiring children to learn. 

The Afterschool Alliance organized Lights On Afterschool! to bring attention to the need for more afterschool resources.  As many as 15 million children in the U.S. leave school each day without a safe place to go. 

Lights On Afterschool! is sponsored by JCPenney Afterschool, and supported by Boys & Girls Clubs of America, YMCA, 21st Century Community Learning Centers and more than 60 other national organizations including America’s Promise and National PTA.

Many experts say that the events of September 11 have made safe, supervised afterschool programs even more critical.  David Walsh, Ph.D., President of the National Institute on Media and the Family, believes that now, more than ever, children should not sit in front of the TV in the hours after school. “Before the terrorist attacks it was reasonable to say that safe, high-quality afterschool programs are exactly what kids need,” he said. “Now I think we can say that these programs are saving them.”
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According to the U.S. Departments of Education and Justice, students who spend time in afterschool programs have better academic performance, behavior, social skills and school attendance, as well as greater expectations for the future. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services found that students are 49 percent more likely to have used drugs and 37 percent more likely to have become teen parents if they spend less than one hour per week in a quality afterschool program. Afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families and improve academic achievement. 

In light of the events of September 11, communities are using Lights On Afterschool! as an opportunity to show community strength, compassion, unity and concern for America’s children. Among the special September 11 commemorative events scheduled for Lights On Afterschool! are candle-lighting ceremonies in remembrance of victims of the attacks, discussion groups, blood drives and memorial balloon launches.

To locate Lights On Afterschool! events in specific communities or to get additional information about afterschool programs, call Tamar Abrams at 703/237-2276 or via email at Tamar@erols.com or visit the website at www.afterschoolalliance.org. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a coalition of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to afterschool programs by 2010.
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NOTE:
Next week, the Afterschool Alliance will release the latest in a series of public opinion surveys exploring public support for afterschool programs. For information, see www.afterschoolalliance.org.

