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Voters Overwhelmingly Support

Expanding Afterschool Programs, Finds

Poll Released on Eve of National Rally for Afterschool

Arnold Schwarzenegger Named National Chair Of “Lights On Afterschool!,”

To Include Some 3,000 Activities Across America On October 11
Washington, DC – Large, bipartisan majorities of American voters support expanding afterschool programs in their communities and around the nation.  Seven in ten voters want afterschool programs to be available to all children even if it means increasing the current $846 million federal appropriation by an additional $800 million per year.  That support crosses all lines:  Republicans support the increase by a margin of 62 to 26; Democrats by a margin of 78 to ten; women by a margin of 72 to 17; men by 66 to 18; married voters by 70 to 16; and single voters by 71 to 15.  Most voters also are willing to pay $100 more per year in state taxes to make afterschool available.  Those are among the findings of a new public opinion survey conducted this summer – prior to the September 11 terrorist attacks – for the Afterschool Alliance by Lake Snell Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group.  The poll is the fourth in a series funded by the C.S. Mott Foundation and JCPenney Afterschool.  

The poll release coincides with the second annual Lights On Afterschool!, a nationwide rally in support of afterschool programs.  Lights On Afterschool! is a project of the Afterschool Alliance and sponsored by JCPenney Afterschool.  Actor Arnold Schwarzenegger was named National Chair of the coast-to-coast event, which will bring together students, parents, community leaders and others at afterschool programs nationwide.  “The hours after school are when kids are most susceptible to negative influences and I have seen first hand the unbelievable difference it makes when a child has a safe place to go after the school day ends,” Schwarzenegger said.  “These programs enrich students, support families and make our nation stronger.  Lights On Afterschool! provides an incredible chance to show our support of these programs and it is our responsibility to ensure every child in this country has a great afterschool program to call their own.” 

“We are thrilled that Arnold Schwarzenegger will serve as Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, and that more than 3,000 programs will participate,” said Afterschool Alliance Acting Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “This poll and the tremendous activity on October 11 show that Americans recognize the value of afterschool programs and the benefits they provide to students and families.  In this new poll, voters say they are willing to pay more taxes if doing so will make afterschool programs more available.  Now more than ever, we have to invest in our kids. Afterschool programs keep kids safe, improve academic achievement and help working families.  Americans want to make afterschool available to every child who needs it.”  
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Add One

On question after question in the poll, voters say they approve of afterschool programs and support creating more such programs with taxpayer dollars.  For example:

· More than nine in ten voters (94 percent) agree that “there should be some type of organized activity or place for children and teens to go after school every day that provides opportunities to learn.”

· Eight in ten Americans (80 percent) describe afterschool programs as “a necessity for [their] community” and three in four (75 percent) call them “an absolute necessity.” 

· Two-thirds of voters (67 percent) think there are “not enough afterschool programs available for children in America today.” 

· When asked if they would favor or oppose having “your state taxes increased by $100 per year to pay for every child to attend an afterschool program,” two-thirds of voters (67 percent) say they would favor the tax increase.

· Told that the federal government is already spending $846 million a year on afterschool programs, seven in ten voters (69 percent) agree that “there should be a national commitment to making sure every child has a space in an afterschool program, even if it increases spending on afterschool programs by $800 million per year.”

The Afterschool Alliance poll findings are particularly timely because Congress is now weighing the 2002 appropriation for the U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, the federal government’s flagship afterschool program.  

Nationwide, as many as 15 million latchkey children have no adult supervision during non-school hours.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment.  They improve academic achievement, keep kids safe, help working families, and teach children social skills and conflict resolution.  Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

The Afterschool Alliance survey also found that:

· Strong majorities of voters believe that afterschool programs help kids do better in core academic subjects (82 percent), reduce juvenile crime rates (83 percent), provide values training for children that help steer children away from drugs and alcohol abuse (89 percent), and reduce stress on working families (91 percent). 

· Almost nine in ten voters (86 percent) agree that “there should be a national commitment to making sure every child has a space in an afterschool program.”
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· Nearly three in five Americans (58 percent) say they think the federal government is spending too little on afterschool programs, and 59 percent say their state governments are spending too little.

· Six in ten voters (62 percent) say they think it is difficult for parents to find afterschool programs in their communities – 17 percent say it is “very difficult” and 45 percent say it is “somewhat difficult.”  

· Nearly six in ten voters (57 percent) say they “most want to see daily afterschool programs take place” at public schools; 16 percent say community organizations like Boys & Girls Clubs or YMCAs; nine percent say “other public facilities like parks and recreation departments” and six percent say churches or temples. 

· Eight in ten voters (80 percent) say that if the number of afterschool programs is increased, it is “almost certain or very likely” that “working families will be helped.”  Eighty-two percent say “kids will be exposed to more creative activities,” 78 percent say “kids will have a chance to learn and master new skills,” and 78 percent say “kids will be safer.”

The national survey was conducted from July 31 to August 2, 2001 by telephone, with a sample of 800 registered voters.  The margin of error is 3.5 percent.

The Afterschool Alliance is a coalition of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  Information on the Afterschool Alliance and the public opinion survey are available at http://www.afterschoolalliance.org.

Launched in 2000, JCPenney Afterschool is a $30 million initiative of JCPenney, supporting the afterschool work of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America, the YMCA of the USA, and the Afterschool Alliance.  

The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, established in 1926 in Flint, Michigan, by an automotive pioneer, is a private philanthropy committed to supporting projects that promote a just, equitable and sustainable society.  It supports nonprofit programs throughout the United States and, on a limited geographic basis, internationally.  Grantmaking is focused in four programs:  Civil Society, Environment, Flint Area and Pathways Out of Poverty.  The Foundation, with year-end assets of $2.88 billion, made 606 grants totaling $153 million in 2000.

### 

NOTE:
Media review copies of the poll topline are available from Gretchen Wright or Lisa Lederer at 202/371-1999.  The survey is also available online at www.afterschoolalliance.org/press_archives/topline_poll_100901.doc.
