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 Arnold Schwarzenegger Named Lights On Afterschool! National Chair; Afterschool Rallies To Be Held Across U.S. Thursday

Afterschool Alliance Plans More Than 3,000 Events for October 11

Washington, DC -- Arnold Schwarzenegger will serve as National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, a nationwide event to be held October 11 to rally support for afterschool programs.  Lights will shine at more than 3,000 afterschool programs that are keeping kids safe, helping working families and improving academic achievement. 

Mr. Schwarzenegger has been committed to afterschool programming in the United States since being appointed Chairman of the President's Council on Physical Fitness and Sports in 1990.  During his tenure he toured the country visiting schools and saw first-hand the need for more physical fitness and educational programming designed to start when the school day ends.  This prompted him to join forces with the Hollenbeck Youth Center in Los Angeles launching the Inner-City Games Foundation in 1995.  Schwarzenegger serves as the National Chairman for Inner-City Games which now provides sports, education, computer, arts and cultural enrichment programs for underprivileged youth in 15 cities across the country after school, on weekends and throughout the summer.

“I’ve seen how important it is for kids to have someplace safe to go after school,” says Schwarzenegger. “All children in this country deserve to have a great afterschool program they can call their own.” In his role as Lights On Afterschool’s National Chair, Schwarzenegger will make media appearances and attend a Los Angeles Lights On Afterschool! event in Los Angeles on Thursday.

“In America, we say that our children are our future.  But we are leaving too many of our kids without the tools and the necessary opportunities to become the future’s brightest leaders or best actors, teachers or doctors,” says Schwarzenegger. “We need strong afterschool programs all across this country — so no parent has to worry about what their kids are doing while they are at work.  It's about getting kids to say no to drugs, gangs and violence — and yes to school and sports, life and hope.  I had the support and the family structure and the education necessary to reach my goals and become a success in bodybuilding and at the box office.  But helping kids today who need help reaching their goals and dreams is the most important job I have ever had." 
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Add One

“We are thrilled that Arnold Schwarzenegger will serve as Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, and that more than 3,000 programs will participate,” said Afterschool Alliance Acting Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “Now more than ever, we need to invest in our kids.  Afterschool programs keep kids safe, improve academic achievement and help working families.  It’s time to make afterschool programs available to every child who needs them.”  

According to the U.S. Departments of Education and Justice, students who spend time in afterschool programs have better academic performance, behavior, social skills and school attendance, as well as greater expectations for the future. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services found that students are 49 percent more likely to have used drugs and 37 percent more likely to become teen parents if they spend less than one hour per week in a quality afterschool program. 

The Afterschool Alliance organized Lights On Afterschool! to bring attention to the need for more afterschool resources. As many as 15 million children in the U.S. leave school each day without a safe place to go. 

Lights On Afterschool! is a project of the Afterschool Alliance sponsored by JCPenney Afterschool, and supported by Boys & Girls Clubs of America, YMCA of the USA, U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers and more than 60 other national organizations including America’s Promise and National PTA.

Because the events will take place one month after the terrorist attacks of September 11, many communities are using Lights On Afterschool! as an opportunity to show community strength, compassion, unity and concern for America’s children. 

To locate Lights On Afterschool! events in specific communities or to get additional information about afterschool programs, contact Tamar Abrams at 703/237-2276 or via email at Tamar@erols.com, or visit the Afterschool Alliance website at www.afterschoolalliance.org. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a coalition of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to afterschool programs by 2010.
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NOTE:
On Tuesday, the Afterschool Alliance released the latest in a series of public opinion surveys exploring public support for afterschool programs. For information, see www.afterschoolalliance.org.

