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Benefits of Afterschool Programs Celebrated at Over 3,500 Sites Across the Nation on October 11 as Part of Lights On Afterschool!

Arnold Schwarzenegger Is National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!

In cities, towns and communities large and small across America today, supporters of afterschool programs rallied for the second annual Lights On Afterschool!   This nationwide event, chaired by actor, parent and activist Arnold Schwarzenegger, included rallies at more than 3,500 afterschool programs across the country.

“In America, we say that our children are our future,” said Schwarzenegger. “But we are leaving too many of our kids without the tools and the necessary opportunities to become the future’s brightest leaders or best actors, teachers or doctors. We need strong afterschool programs all across the country – so no parent has to worry about what their kids are doing while they are at work.”  Schwarzenegger attended a Los Angeles Lights On Afterschool! event today.

Lights On Afterschool! events ranged from rallies to concerts to community meetings. In Chicago, Miss Illinois 2001 helped hundreds of kids and community supporters enjoy a “Taste of Afterschool,” highlighted by a dance performance. At the St. Louis’ Science Center more than 3,000 attendees – including the Mayor of St. Louis – watched kids perform and also learned about afterschool programs in the area. Former NFL football player Tim Lester was in Miami with kids from afterschool programs who created digital art and shared it with children in Phoenix and Boston. Hundreds of people – including the Mayor, City Council Members and the Seattle School Board of Directors -- gathered in Seattle to participate in afterschool activities, including sports, art projects, science club and peer mediation. In the Albany, NY area, New York State Senate Majority Leader Joseph Bruno attended four Lights On Afterschool! events where he collected children’s artwork to honor the NYC heroes of 9/11. And in Boston, Mayor Menino spoke at a Lights On Afterschool! dinner held on October 10, to honor outstanding afterschool providers.

Scheduled for October 11, Lights On Afterschool! took on new meaning as it fell on the one-month anniversary of the terrorist attacks. “Now more than ever, our nation needs to focus on the well-being of our children,” said Afterschool Alliance Acting Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “Lights On Afterschool! is a unique and, 
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we hope, healing event – an opportunity for communities to celebrate all that afterschool

programs do for children, families and communities.  Afterschool programs help make communities safer, kids smarter and America stronger.”

The Afterschool Alliance organized Lights On Afterschool! to bring attention to the need for more afterschool resources.  As many as 15 million children in the U.S. leave school each day without a safe place to go. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services found that students are 49 percent more likely to have used drugs and 37 percent more likely to have become teen parents if they spend less than one hour per week in a quality afterschool program. Afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families and improve academic achievement.

This week, the Afterschool Alliance released a new national public opinion survey that found that large, bipartisan majorities of American voters support expanding afterschool programs in their communities and across the nation.  Most are willing to pay $100 more in taxes to accomplish this.  Seven in ten voters support an $800 million expansion of federal funding for afterschool, and that support crosses all party, racial and other demographic lines.  The survey was conducted by Lake Snell Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group before the terrorist attacks of September 11.  It is particularly timely because Congress is now weighing the 2002 appropriation for the U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, the federal government’s flagship afterschool program.

Lights On Afterschool! is sponsored by JCPenney Afterschool, and supported by Boys & Girls Clubs of America, YMCA of the USA, 21st Century Community Learning Centers and more than 60 other national organizations including America’s Promise and National PTA.

To locate Lights On Afterschool! events in specific communities or to get additional information about afterschool programs, call Tamar Abrams at 703/237-2276 or via email at Tamar@erols.com.  Further information on Lights On Afterschool! and the new Afterschool Alliance public opinion survey are available at www.afterschoolalliance.org. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a coalition of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to afterschool programs by 2010.
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