FAX MEMO

Date:  August 16, 2000

To:     Children/Youth/Parenting Editor

From: Tamar Abrams

RE:     National event of interest to your readers

On October 12, 2000, in thousands of communities across the country, Lights On Afterschool! activities will illustrate where lights are on for kids after school, and pinpoint the dark places where we still need safe and stimulating activities for kids. At schools, community centers, museums, libraries and parks, community members will be invited to see how innovative and integral these programs are to our nation’s children, their families and communities. To learn more about Lights On Afterschool! events in your community, call 202/261-3566 or visit our website, www.afterschoolalliance.org. As of today, planning for 307 events is already underway.

Lights On Afterschool! is a project of the Afterschool Alliance, sponsored by JCPenney, and co-hosted by the National Community Education Association.

I hope you’ll put an announcement about Lights On Afterschool! in your paper. The issue is a critical one for most American families. A recent poll found that nine in ten Americans favor providing afterschool programs for all children from 3 to 6 p.m., five days a week. Nationally, more than 28 million school-age children have either their only parent or both parents working outside the home. And research shows that juvenile violence rises dramatically during afterschool hours. But students involved in afterschool programs exhibit fewer behavioral conflicts, and improved self-confidence. Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

If you’d like to receive additional information about innovative afterschool programs around the country or about Lights On Afterschool! in your community, please call me at 703/237-2276 or e-mail me at tamar@erols.com. Thanks for any help you can provide in spreading the word about Lights On Afterschool.

