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Lake Buena Vista, FL. . .South Carolina is one of eight states taking a leadership role to create and develop model afterschool programs for its youth.   The state’s top experts in the field gathered here Monday, at a unique symposium,  “Afterschool Programs: Vision 2000 and Beyond,” sponsored by Afterschool Alliance, in collaboration with the United States Department of Education, Disney Institute and Disney Learning Partnership. The symposium attracted a group of educators, state policy makers, community leaders and students to catalyze innovative state level afterschool initiatives.  These programs are needed to reach between 8 to 15 million children nationally who are left unsupervised in the hours after school each day.  The symposium comes at a critical time in the national debate on afterschool programs as Congress this week deliberates a $1 billion request for afterschool funding. 

During the gathering at the Disney Institute, diverse representatives from the eight states  (including South Carolina) worked together with a wide range of national resource experts to create a framework of successful state level afterschool programming for each individual state. Additionally, teams of teachers and principals, including Disney’s American Teacher Awards honorees, worked together to explore issues of curriculum, school-community partnerships and linkages between the school day and afterschool programs.  The voice of youth also was an important component as “youth ambassadors” from afterschool programs around the country opened and closed the symposium with their unique visions for ideal afterschool programs.

Motivation and support for their efforts was provided by First Lady Hillary Clinton during a video greeting. “For millions of children, ‘Home Alone’ is not a funny movie, but rather the way they spend their time after school and during the summer,” stated Hillary Clinton. “It is during these hours that our children face the greatest risk of violence and other threats, but it also is during these hours that they have the greatest chance to learn, grow and find the hero within.  That is why this symposium is so important.”

The Afterschool Alliance is an unusual public-private alliance that grew out of the Department of Education partnership with the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation to support 21st Century Community Learning Centers. The symposium was funded by the Entertainment Industry Foundation.

Editor’s Note: Reporters will be able to speak with a key local or national spokesperson to provide information about the effort in your specific area. 

