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New Survey: Rhode Island Municipal Leaders See Too Few
Afterschool Programs; Seek More State and Federal Support 

‘Breakfast of Champions’ Honors Providence and Newport Programs;

State to Receive ‘Supporting Student Success’ Grant from National Groups
Smithfield, RI -- A new survey of municipal leaders from across Rhode Island finds that most want more afterschool programs in their cities and towns, and think the federal and state governments should provide more support for these programs.  The Afterschool Alliance, a national public awareness and advocacy organization, and the Nellie Mae Education Foundation released the survey this morning at a “Breakfast of Champions” with afterschool leaders from across the state.  The event kicked off the 2007 Statewide Afterschool Conference, sponsored by the Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance, CHILDSPAN, the Rhode Island Department of Education and the Education Alliance at Brown University.  The breakfast honored afterschool programs in Providence and Newport.  In addition, Governor Donald Carcieri’s office announced that Rhode Island has been chosen to receive a highly competitive grant from three prestigious national organizations.  
“This new survey underscores the tremendous need for more afterschool programs all across Rhode Island,” said Providence Mayor David N. Cicilline.  “It is clear that my colleagues in other cities share my strong support for afterschool.  We all want to expand access to programs like the Providence After School Alliance, which do so much for our children and families.  We are making progress, but there is still a lot to be done.”
“We need to reinvent the way we think about education and identify the types of programs that work.  Afterschool and summer programs that help prepare students for college and teach 21st century skills are among them,” said Nicholas Donohue, President and CEO of the Nellie Mae Education Foundation.  “We all have a role to play in ensuring that children everywhere have the opportunity to take part in these programs and we’re pleased that Rhode Island mayors and other leaders recognize this and are stepping up to the plate to help make that opportunity a reality for all children.”
Conducted in April and May via the Internet, the survey was designed to measure leaders’ views on critical afterschool issues.  It is the third installment of the Afterschool Alliance’s New England After 3 PM series, and the first to focus exclusively on Rhode Island.  The series is made possible by support from the Nellie Mae Education Foundation.  Key findings from New England After 3 PM:  Spotlight on Rhode Island:

· Nine in ten Rhode Island municipal leaders (91 percent) agree that afterschool programs are an absolute necessity in their communities.

· Leaders cite “keeping kids safe and out of trouble” as the top reason they support afterschool, with nine in ten (91 percent) describing it as a “very important” or “important” reason.
· More than three in four Rhode Island municipal leaders (78 percent) say that the federal and state governments are not doing all they should to meet the need for afterschool.

· About six in ten leaders (61 percent) say that their local government budgets include spending for afterschool.

· Nearly seven in eight respondents (86 percent) strongly or somewhat support including afterschool as a component of education funding in the establishment of a Permanent Education Foundation Aid Formula.  Currently, a joint legislative committee is exploring ways to revamp Rhode Island’s education funding formula.  Afterschool programs could be included in the funding equation.

Twenty-three municipal leaders responded to the survey, representing more than half of the 39 cities and towns in the state.  A summary of findings and the survey instrument (with responses) are available at http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/RI_3pm.cfm.
“The clear message from this survey is that Rhode Island’s local leaders see afterschool as critical to their communities,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Jodi Grant.  “They’re willing to invest in afterschool locally, and want to see increased investment from the state and federal governments as well.”  

In addition to the Nellie Mae Education Foundation’s Nicholas Donohue, the Afterschool Alliance’s Jodi Grant and Mayor Cicilline, the “Breakfast of Champions” at Bryant University featured Rhode Island Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Roberts; Sue Stenhouse, Deputy Director of Community Relations for the Office of the Governor; Sarah Cahill, Executive Director of the Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance; and Shevaun Keogh-Walker, Director of CHILDSPAN.  

The Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance and CHILDSPAN gave special awards to two afterschool programs at the “Breakfast.”  Hope High Optimized (H2O), the 21st Century Community Learning Center at Providence’s Hope High School, received a “Champion Award” for integrating its afterschool program into school reform efforts.  “H2O is a key ingredient in the design of the school’s improvement strategy,” said state Education Commissioner Peter McWalters, “and it’s central to efforts to strengthen academic achievement, youth engagement, career preparation and more.”  Program Director Jennifer Johnson accepted on behalf of the program.
Newport’s Sullivan School Family Center received the second “Champion Award” in recognition of its innovative and effective family engagement work.  The program operates afterschool centers at Sullivan and Carey Elementary Schools, and will soon open a new center at Cranston Calvert Elementary.  “The Sullivan School Family Center’s innovative strategies have increased family participation in a number of important ways,” McWalters said.   “They know that family involvement is one of the key building blocks to success in school, and they’ve made it the priority it deserves to be.”  Family Center Director Christine Arouth accepted the award for the program.
Rhode Island is one of six states to have been recently awarded a $50,000 Supporting Student Success grant by the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Conference of State Legislatures and the National Governors Association, it was announced at the breakfast.  The Supporting Student Success grant will support Rhode Island’s Extended Learning Opportunities initiative.  United Way of Rhode Island is providing an additional $10,000 to support this work.  State Leadership Team and Advisors will explore the integration of high-quality expanded learning 
opportunities, including afterschool, summer learning, and extended day programs, into a comprehensive approach to education.  Other states receiving the grants were Colorado, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Ohio.

Governor Carcieri hailed the grant, saying it would be used to support Rhode Island’s efforts to integrate afterschool and other extended learning opportunities into a comprehensive approach to education.  “We know that afterschool and extended learning programs play an important role in the lives of children.  These programs are helping us to close the achievement gap between low- and high-income students in our state.  They inspire learning, open up new opportunities for kids, and keep them safe,” Governor Carcieri said in a statement that was read at the breakfast.  “I look forward to hearing about the ideas that come from this process so that we can further strengthen our programs and improve education for all students.”
For more information on the “Champion Awards” recipients, or the Supporting Student Success grant, contact Kevin Gould at 401/831-3700.  

For more information on the New England After 3PM survey, contact the Afterschool Alliance at 202/371-1999.  
#     #     #     #
Based in Quincy, Massachusetts, the Nellie Mae Education Foundation is the largest philanthropy in New England that focuses exclusively on promoting access, quality and effectiveness of education.  Established in 1998, the Foundation provides grants and other support to education programs in New England that are designed to improve low-income and underserved students’ academic achievement and access to higher education.  Since its inception, the Foundation has awarded approximately $72 million in grants and support to education programs in the region.  For more information, visit www.nmefdn.org. 
The Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance is a statewide advocacy organization whose mission is to influence public policy to expand support for high quality afterschool programs so that Rhode Island’s children and youth are safe, supervised, and prepared to lead productive lives.  For information, visit www.afterschoolri.org.
The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to ensure that all children have access to quality afterschool programs.  More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

