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Afterschool Radio PSA Wins National Award

“Skim Latte,” an Afterschool Alliance radio public service announcement (PSA) encouraging adults to take an active role in supporting afterschool programs has received the prestigious Radio-Mercury Award in the Public Service Announcement category.  

The spot, produced on a pro bono basis by DDB Chicago, is part of a national Afterschool Alliance/Advertising Council campaign that includes television, radio and print PSAs.  All the spots were created by volunteer advertising agency DDB Chicago, and use humor to communicate an extremely serious message, “If you’re not helping to support afterschool programs, you’re really helping to take them away.” 

“We are delighted that DDB has been recognized for its great work and commitment to this issue,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson, “and even more delighted with the public’s response.  Many people support afterschool programs and are worried about the future of programs, but do not know what they can do to help.  This campaign has given them specific actions they can take to support afterschool programs and help kids.”  

The PSAs all feature a website address, www.afterschoolnow.org, and a toll-free number, 866-KIDS-TODAY, where adults can get information on how to support afterschool programs.

The Radio-Mercury Award included a $2,500 cash donation to a charity of the winners’ choice.  DDB Chicago donated the money to the YMCA Afterschool Program in Chesterton, Indiana.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  Actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger is Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance.  Information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org
Governed by the Radio Creative Fund, the Radio-Mercury Awards are the richest nationwide competition devoted exclusively to honoring and rewarding creative excellence in radio advertising.
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