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Women Senators Call on President to Grow 

Federal Afterschool Funding

Senate’s 14 Women Members Join in Historic Letter to Bush

Washington, DC --  A bipartisan group of all 14 of the U.S. Senate’s women this week sent a joint letter to President Bush urging him to provide enough funding to permit the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) initiative to grow in the next fiscal year.  The 21st CCLC initiative is the principal federal funding mechanism for afterschool programs.  The letter comes as the Administration is preparing its FY 2005 budget proposal, with the future of afterschool funding in the balance.

Last year, the President proposed a 40-percent cut in afterschool funding.  Congress rejected the cut, adopting instead a $1 billion hold-the-line appropriation for afterschool.  However, the authorized level for afterschool funding, as laid out in the President’s signature No Child Left Behind Act, is $1.75 billion in FY 2004 (the current fiscal year), and $2 billion in FY 2005.  So even though Congress rejected the President’s proposed cut, funding levels for afterschool fell further behind the No Child Left Behind authorized level this year.  Instead of providing afterschool care for 2.5 million children, as called for in No Child Left Behind, the current appropriation provides for just 1.4 million children.

The Senators’ letter urges the President to:

[s]upport enough funding in your fiscal year 2005 budget proposal for the 21st [Century] Community Learning Centers so the program can continue to grow and more children will have the option of high-quality, safe, afterschool learning activities.  These programs are critical to children’s success in school and in life, as well as their parents’ ability to work.  If funding is provided for these programs at the level promised in No Child Left Behind, a total of 2.8 million children would be served through these Centers…. We hope you will join us in ensuring that every child has a genuine opportunity to succeed and that no child is left behind.  The availability of quality afterschool programs moves us toward that goal.

more

Add One

Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) organized the letter, signed by all 14 women in the Senate:  Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA), Maria Cantwell (D-WA), Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY), Susan Collins (R-ME), Elizabeth Dole (R-NC), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX), Mary L. Landrieu (D-LA), Blanche L. Lincoln (D-AR),  Barbara Mikulski (D-MD), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Patty Murray (D-WA), Olympia Snowe (R-ME), and Debbie Stabenow (D-MI). 

“This letter is a very significant development,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “The President would do well to hear its message.  The women of the Senate are looking for growth in afterschool funding because they know that afterschool programs keep kids safe, inspire learning and help working families.  The Senate women are poised to reject any cutback in 21st CCLC funding.”

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  
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NOTE:
A PDF of the signed letter is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.  For more information, contact the Afterschool Alliance media office at 202/371-1999.

