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San Antonio Sixth Grader Wins Trip to Baseball All Star Game

Essay on Importance of Afterschool Programs Wins National Contest 

San Antonio’s own Jessie Knirsch and her father, Allen Knirsch, are heading to Milwaukee, Wisconsin to see baseball’s All Star game on Tuesday.  Jessie’s essay to President George W. Bush about the importance of afterschool programs was randomly selected from nearly 2,000 essays submitted to the Afterschool Alliance by young people around the country.  Jessie Knirsch’s essay reads:

Dear President Bush:

I think that an after school program is very important.  It really helps me get my homework done.  Next year they may not have it at my school.  My mom is really worried about what I’m going to do after school.  There is a bad guy in my neighborhood and she doesn’t want me in the house alone.  Kids Involvement Network (K.I.N.) doesn’t just help with homework.  It also makes it so that parents don’t have to rush and bring their child home.  I’ve made some pretty cool friends and I can concentrate on my homework without my little brother bothering me so that I won’t get bad grades.

The Kids’ Involvement Network (KIN), North East School District’s afterschool program, is a partner of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program.  Jessie Knirsch is 12 years old and is going into the 7th grade.  Her mother, Cynthia, is a public school teacher in San Antonio who will teach kindergarten next year.  Jessie’s father, Allen Knirsch, is a computer programmer.  Jessie has a 19-year-old sister, Terra, who attends community college in San Antonio and a ten-year-old brother, Yang Yang.  

** NOTE:  The Knirsch family will be available for interviews Monday morning, July 8, at 9:30 AM as they leave for Milwaukee from the San Antonio International Airport, Midwest Express Terminal, at the Midwest Express Ticket Counter.  
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Add One

As many as 15 million children in the U.S. leave school each afternoon without a safe place to go.  Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to go once the school day ends.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment.  Youth who participate have been shown to perform better in school and to hold greater expectations for the future.  Children who are unsupervised during the afternoon hours are at greater risk of becoming involved with crime, substance abuse and teenage pregnancy.  

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by the year 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, the Open Society Institute, JCPenney Afterschool, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.

Information on the Afterschool Alliance is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.  

Information on the Kids’ Involvement Network is available at http://www.neisd.net/ComEd/KIN.htm
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