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Iowa All STARS Afterschool Project Director

Wins Trip to Baseball All Star Game

Marshalltown’s Matthew Tullis and his family are heading to Chicago to attend baseball’s All Star game next Tuesday.  Tullis, the Project Director of Marshalltown, Iowa All STARS, was awarded the tickets by the Afterschool Alliance in a random drawing held at an afterschool conference in Washington, DC in June.  To enter the drawing, Tullis signed up to hold a Lights On Afterschool! rally on October 9.  Lights On Afterschool! is a day when parents, students, educators, neighbors, community leaders and policy makers come together around the country to support afterschool programs.  Actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger is National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, and The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is National Presenting Sponsor.

Marshalltown All STARS offers before school, afterschool, Saturday and summer programs for students in kindergarten through eighth grade.  

“Throughout the country, afterschool program staff and volunteers do vitally important work,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “Their work keeps children safe during the sometimes-perilous afternoon hours, helps kids learn and explore new interests, and supports working families.  The Afterschool Alliance is happy to be able to provide All Star tickets to Matthew Tullis, who runs a strong afterschool program.” 

“I was surprised and delighted to receive these tickets,” said Tullis, who plans to bring his five-year-old son to the game.  “Running an afterschool program is rewarding work.  All of us in Marshalltown and throughout Iowa know that we are supporting families and strengthening our community every day.  These tickets are much-appreciated.”

As many as 15 million children in the U.S. leave school each afternoon without a safe place to go.  Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to go once the school day ends.  Research shows that youth who participate perform better in school and hold greater expectations for the future.  Children who are unsupervised during the afternoon hours are at greater risk of becoming involved with crime, substance abuse and teenage pregnancy.  

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  For more information, go to www.afterschoolalliance.org.
#    #    #    #







