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After-School Leaders Decry Funding Cuts

at “Voices for AmeriCorps” Event 
Washington, DC – The nation’s top after-school leaders have united with Voices for AmeriCorps, a unique 100-hour, round-the-clock Congressional hearing to express urgent support for AmeriCorps and national service.  After-school testimony will comprise nearly 10% of the total 100 hours of testimony, which began September 2 at 1 PM and will conclude on September 6 at 5 PM.  

The dramatic 100-hours of testimony is designed to focus the attention of the Congress, the White House, and the nation on the potential for national service to strengthen America and the devastating impact of an estimated 40% cut in AmeriCorps programs this year.  

Children spend only 20% of their waking hours in school, and as many as 15 million kids have no place to go after school.  “Cutting the AmeriCorps budget would mean that fewer children and families have access to the after-school programs that keep kids safe, improve academic achievement and help working families.  Now more than ever, America needs Congress to fund this essential program,” said Judy Y. Samelson, Executive Director of the Afterschool Alliance.  

After-school leaders speaking on behalf of national service include the following scheduled speakers (please note, times are subject to change):

Thursday 

3 PM
Dr. Adrian Haugabrook, Director, Citizen Schools University 

3 PM 
Laura Pochop, ED, The Breakthrough Collaborative 

3 PM
Susan Stroud, ED, Innovations in Civic Participation, Global Service Institute 

4 PM 
Joyce Shortt, Co-Director, National Institute for Out of School Time 

4 PM 
Shannon Bishop, Director, Cooperative for After-School 

Friday 

3 PM 
William Dandridge, Vice President, Lesley University 

3 PM 
Marsha Feinberg, Founder, JFK Library Corps

4 PM 
Jen Rinehart, Associate Director, Afterschool Alliance 

4 PM 
Bonnie Politz, Vice-President, AED Center for Youth Development 

11 PM 
Barry Ford, Vice President, The After School Corporation 

After-school leaders who spoke on Tuesday and Wednesday include Eric Schwarz (CEO, Citizen Schools), Alan Khazei (Citizen Schools Board Member and CEO of City Year), and Richard Murphy (Senior Vice President, Academy for Educational Development).  Citizen Schools, which operates a national network of after-school programs, kicked off the first overnight session, filling the midnight to 4:00AM period with testimonies from students, AmeriCorps-funded teachers, citizen volunteers, and staff.  

Americans – from Alaska to Mississippi, from CEOs to service alumni, and from senator to citizen – are speaking this week to support the $100 million in emergency funding in FY03 approved by the Senate, to secure President Bush’s effort to fund 75,000 AmeriCorps members in FY04 and to build awareness of the importance of AmeriCorps initiatives and foster the growth of national service.

For information on speakers, schedules and locations for the full 100 hours,

please go to www.saveamericorps.org
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