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“It’s important to remember that the study covers just one year’s worth of data, and that many of the programs studied were just starting up at the time.  Also, since these data were gathered, federal support for afterschool has begun to focus more tightly on academics.  Presumably that shift has been reflected in changes in local programs since then, and we should therefore expect to see the effect of that in later studies.”

“That said, the study has some important data in it that will be of great value to afterschool providers and policy makers both.  Probably the most important thing to be learned from the study is that we cannot expect students to benefit academically from afterschool programs if they do not attend them regularly and over an extended period of time.  That should come as no surprise, but the clarity with which the point comes through in this study suggests that we need to focus attention on improving attendance at afterschool programs if we expect to see academic gains.”

*     *     *     *     *
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