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The JCPenney Afterschool Program Gives ‘First Gift’ to 

Promote Afterschool Programs Around Nation

Afterschool Alliance, YMCA, Boys & Girls Clubs Receive Checks

New York City – The JCPenney Afterschool Program today jump-started the holiday gift-giving season with gifts to three leading afterschool organizations – the Afterschool Alliance, the YMCA of America and the Boys & Girls Clubs of America.  During CBS’s nationally televised broadcast of the All-American Thanksgiving Day Parade, JCPenney Afterschool Program Director Ed Solczak presented three $100,000 checks to children representing each organization.

“JCPenney is the nation’s leading corporate donor to afterschool,” said Judy Y. Samelson, Acting Executive Director of the Afterschool Alliance.  “Their continued generosity, including a $30 million multi-year commitment to afterschool, is making a real and tangible difference in the lives of America’s children.  It’s important, too, that JCPenney’s support goes beyond check-writing.  JCPenney stores provide information to parents about afterschool programs in their area, and the company’s staff associates are encouraged to spend volunteer time at afterschool programs.  It’s an unprecedented commitment to afterschool, and we’re very grateful for JCPenney’s ongoing support.”

As many as 15 million children have no adult supervision in the hours immediately following the end of the regular school day.  Afterschool programs put that time to constructive and educational use, helping kids learn, keeping them safe, and freeing working parents of worries about finding appropriate care for their children.

On Friday, November 23, Solczak and Samelson will be interviewed about afterschool issues on the CBS Early Show.  

The Afterschool Alliance is a coalition of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to afterschool programs by 2010.
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