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JCPenney Afterschool Fund Contributes $1.3 Million to Afterschool Alliance 

JCPenney Afterschool Fund Helps Alliance Expand Efforts
The JCPenney Afterschool Fund has expanded its commitment to the Afterschool Alliance by pledging a $1.3 million contribution in 2003-2004 to support the organization’s work toward ensuring afterschool for all children who need it by 2010.  

The Afterschool Alliance, a national organization dedicated to raising public awareness about afterschool education programs, will use the funds to support four specific initiatives:

· The 2003 Lights On Afterschool!, the organization’s fourth annual series of nationwide rallies highlighting the need to expand afterschool opportunities and save the afterschool programs we have today;

· The Afterschool Ambassador program, which supports afterschool leaders across the country who build grassroots support for afterschool;

· A new research project, the Afterschool Report Card, that will more fully detail the number of available afterschool programs and the number of children who still have nowhere safe to go in the hours after school; and 
· A series of coordinated outreach initiatives in states and communities across the nation.

“The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is a true and committed friend to the afterschool movement,” said Judy Y. Samelson, Afterschool Alliance Executive Director, in announcing the grant.  “Its continued generosity makes it possible for us to work toward the day when no child will leave school in the afternoon without an adult-supervised activity available to them.  Today and in the future, the contributions of the JCPenney Afterschool Fund are keeping kids safe, helping them learn and helping working parents.”

“The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is proud of its partnership with the Afterschool Alliance,” said Ed Solczak, Vice President of the JCPenney Afterschool Fund. “We provide significant support to several leading afterschool organizations. Afterschool helps children flourish while keeping them safe after the school day ends.  The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is deeply committed to afterschool programs because they make sense for children, parents and their communities.”

more

Add One

The contribution will allow the Afterschool Alliance to build on past accomplishments.  This year, the JCPenney Afterschool Fund will again be the national presenting sponsor of Lights On Afterschool!, a national series of rallies, scheduled for October 9, 2003. Last year more than 5,000 communities participated, involving half a million students, parents, educators, business leaders and community members. As in 2002, actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger will serve as National Chair of Lights On Afterschool! in 2003. 


The JCPenney Afterschool Fund contribution will also support the fourth year of the Alliance’s highly successful Afterschool Ambassador program.  Each year, approximately 25 afterschool leaders from across the country are selected to serve one-year terms organizing public events, communicating with policy makers and building community support for afterschool programs.  Most Afterschool Ambassadors work in afterschool programs ranging in size from several hundred to more than 10,000 students.  The Afterschool Alliance and JCPenney Afterschool Fund will announce the next set of Ambassadors in September.

In addition to its monetary support for afterschool, each of the more than 1,000 JCPenney stores in the United States has an Afterschool Community Zone where parents can find information about afterschool programs in their area.  Each JCPenney store also has an Afterschool Coach to educate co-workers and customers about afterschool programs and to build relationships with local afterschool programs. 

The JCPenney Afterschool Fund is committed to providing children with high-quality, affordable afterschool programs to help them reach their full potential.  The JCPenney Afterschool Fund provides financial and volunteer support to five of America’s leading afterschool advocates – the YMCA of the USA, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, the National 4-H Council, Junior Achievement and the Afterschool Alliance. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool Fund, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, Entertainment Industry Foundation, and Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
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