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JCPenney Afterschool Contributes $1.2 Million to Afterschool Alliance

To Promote High Quality Afterschool Programs for All Children

JCPenney Afterschool Support Helps Alliance Expand Efforts to

Ensure Access to Afterschool for Every Child by 2010

The school year will be over in a few short months, but the Afterschool Alliance will be working harder than ever.  The Alliance, a national organization dedicated to raising public awareness about afterschool education programs, was awarded funding totaling $1.2 million from JCPenney Afterschool to increase public awareness of and support for afterschool.  The funds will support several critical continuing efforts including: an annual public opinion poll measuring Americans’ attitudes toward afterschool; Lights On Afterschool!, an annual series of nationwide rallies showcasing the benefits of afterschool; the Afterschool Ambassador program, involving leaders across the country who work to build grassroots support for afterschool programs; and briefings for Members of Congress and Congressional staff on afterschool issues.

“Through its continued generosity, JCPenney Afterschool is helping us to support and grow the afterschool programs that keep kids safe, help working families and improve academic achievement,” said Judy Y. Samelson, Alliance Executive Director.  “This funding will help us increase support for afterschool across the country – from the halls of individual schools to the halls of Congress.”  The Afterschool Alliance works to ensure that all children have access to afterschool programs by the year 2010. 

“JCPenney Afterschool is proud of its partnership with the organizations that are ensuring that our nation’s children are safe, engaged and learning in the critical hours between 3 and 6 p.m.,” said Ed Solczak, Director of JCPenney Afterschool.  “These programs help children flourish while keeping them safe after the school day ends.  JCPenney Afterschool is deeply committed to afterschool programs.  They make sense for children, parents and their communities.”

- more -

Add One

The Afterschool Alliance will use the JCPenney Afterschool contributions to continue and build upon its programs.  In 2002, JCPenney Afterschool will be primary sponsor of Lights On Afterschool!  Its support will allow the Alliance to expand this national event to 5,000 sites across the country on October 10.  Action-film hero and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger will serve as National Chair of Lights On Afterschool! again this year.

JCPenney Afterschool also supports the highly successful Afterschool Ambassador program.  Twenty-five leaders from across the country were selected in 2001 to serve one-year terms organizing public events, communicating with policy makers and building community support for afterschool programs.  They run programs ranging in size from several hundred to more than 10,000 students.  JCPenney Afterschool underwrites the program, which includes $25,000 in stipends to the afterschool programs run by the 2001 Afterschool Ambassadors.  The Afterschool Alliance has begun recruiting a new group of Afterschool Ambassadors for the 2002-2003 school year.

In addition to its monetary support for afterschool, each of the more than 1,000 JCPenney stores in the United States has an Afterschool Community Zone where parents can find information about afterschool programs in their area.  Each JCPenney store also has an Afterschool Coach to educate co-workers and customers about afterschool programs and to build relationships with local afterschool programs. 

A national poll conducted in 2001 by the Afterschool Alliance with support from JCPenney Afterschool found both broad support and a great need for afterschool programs.  More than nine in ten voters (94 percent) agree that “there should be some type of organized activity or place for children and teens to go after school every day that provides opportunities to learn.”  Eight in ten Americans (80 percent) describe afterschool programs as “a necessity for [their] community” and three in four (75 percent) call them “an absolute necessity.”  Two-thirds of voters (67 percent) think there are “not enough afterschool programs available for children in America today.”

JCPenney Afterschool is committed to providing kids with high quality, affordable afterschool programs to help them reach their full potential.  JCPenney Afterschool provides financial and other support to America’s leading afterschool advocates – the Afterschool Alliance, the YMCA of the USA, the Boys & Girls Clubs of America, 4-H and Junior Achievement.  JCPenney Afterschool’s support helps provide safe, fun and educational afterschool programs and raise awareness of the need for such programs across the country.

The Afterschool Alliance grew out of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation’s unprecedented public-private partnership with the U.S. Department of Education to expand afterschool programs.  The Alliance works with a broad range of organizations and supporters.  Its founders – a diverse group of business, governmental and community organizations – provide in-kind and cash contributions to support Alliance activities.  Participants include the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, The Entertainment Industry Foundation, Creative Artists Agency Foundation, and the Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation (TASC).  Information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
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