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Schwarzenegger Named Honorary Chair of Afterschool Alliance

Former Education Secretary Riley, Mott Foundation President White

Welcome Actor to Organization Working for Afterschool for All Americans

WASHINGTON, DC – The Afterschool Alliance announced today that action hero and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger, who is the architect and sponsor of a ballot measure to provide grants for afterschool programs in California, will serve as Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance.  The Alliance is working nationally and at the state and local levels to make afterschool programs available to all families in the United States by the year 2010.

Schwarzenegger joins the Afterschool Alliance’s Founding Co-Chairs – Richard W. Riley, former U.S. Secretary of Education and William S. White, President and CEO of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation – as part of the leadership team for this fast-growing organization.  

Schwarzenegger has worked with the Afterschool Alliance for the last year, serving as National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, the Alliance’s signature event, in 2001 and again this year.  The third annual Lights On Afterschool! will be held October 10, when parents, students, educators, community leaders and policy makers in some 5,000 communities rally for the afterschool programs that keep kids safe, improve academic achievement and help working families.  Schwarzenegger will participate in a rally in Los Angeles.  JCPenney Afterschool is the National Presenting Sponsor of Lights On Afterschool!

“I have had the good fortune to work with your organization and see firsthand the passion you carry for bettering the lives of our children and communities through after-school programs,” Schwarzenegger said in his acceptance letter.  “I am inspired by your commitment to our cause … I look forward to our continued work together to ensure that all of America’s youth have access to quality after-school programs.” 

“We are deeply honored that Arnold Schwarzenegger will join our remarkable leadership team and serve as the Afterschool Alliance’s Honorary Chair,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “He is a tireless activist for children who recognizes the enormous benefits that afterschool programs provide.  We look forward to working together to make afterschool programs available to all Americans.”
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Add One

The Afterschool Alliance Board of Directors includes: Robin M. Caldwell, Director of Community Relations, JCPenney Company; Rudy Crew, Director of District Reform Initiatives, Stupski Family Foundation and former New York City Schools Chancellor; Lucy N. Friedman, President, The After-School Corporation, New York City; Terry Peterson, Director, Afterschool and Community Learning Resource Network and Senior Fellow, University of South Carolina and College of Charleston; Herbert Sturz, Trustee, Open Society Institute and Chairman, The After-School Corporation; and Kevin Walker, Program Director, Pathways Out of Poverty Program, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.  The Alliance has offices in Washington, D.C., Flint, Michigan and New York City.

Later this month, the Alliance will release a new public opinion poll gauging voters’ views on afterschool, as well as a new public service campaign on afterschool that was developed in partnership with The Advertising Council.  The Alliance is also working to increase funding for afterschool in the states, and at the federal level to restore the $1.5 billion appropriation for the federal government’s afterschool program, 21st Century Community Learning Centers.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  

More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org
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