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Parents, Students, Educators & Afterschool Supporters

From 30 States to Honor More than a Dozen Senators and Representatives

At “Breakfast of Champions” Wednesday

Advocates to Urge Congress to Fully Fund Federal Afterschool Program

Several hundred parents, children, educators and advocates from around the nation will come to Washington, D.C. Wednesday to urge lawmakers to provide more adequate funding for the afterschool programs that American children and families need.  At the “Afterschool for All Challenge” organized by the Afterschool Alliance, these activists will urge Congress to fund the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) afterschool program at $1.5 billion in Fiscal Year 2003.  The event will kick off with a Breakfast of Champions at:

8:30 AM Wednesday, May 15

106 Dirksen Senate Office Building

WITH

Senators Barbara Boxer, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Christopher J. Dodd,

Herbert H. Kohl, James Jeffords, Arlen Specter and Debbie A. Stabenow

&

Representatives Thomas Barrett, Rush Holt, Darlene Hooley,

Steny H. Hoyer, Dale E. Kildee and Connie A. Morella

The nation’s preeminent afterschool leaders will honor their congressional champions at the event, which will feature children from around the country presenting banners to each Member of Congress who attends.  The Breakfast will include a video greeting by actor and children’s activist Arnold Schwarzenegger, who is spearheading a drive to pass a ballot measure that would fund many more afterschool programs in California.  Schwarzenegger serves as National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, the Afterschool Alliance’s annual rally for afterschool, which is set for October 10 this year.  After the Breakfast of Champions, activists will deliver paper light bulbs with messages about afterschool sent by children and parents across the country.  The messages were created last October at Lights On Afterschool! events.

Last fall, Congress authorized $1.5 billion for the 21st CCLC program for the coming year.  However, President Bush’s budget proposal calls for only a $1 billion appropriation.  As many as 15 million children in the U.S. leave school each afternoon without a safe place to go.  Research shows that afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families and improve academic achievement.
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