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Charles Stewart Mott Foundation Contributes

$1 Million to Afterschool Alliance 

Funds Will Promote Public Education Campaign,

Quality Afterschool Programs for All Children

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The federal focus on homeland security and state budget shortfalls across the country have created challenges for afterschool programs, just as the stock market decline has made private and foundation money scarce.  As the new school year approaches, the Afterschool Alliance is stepping up its efforts to encourage policy makers to fund critically important afterschool programs thanks to a $1 million grant from the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.

The grant will help fund several Alliance projects including: an annual public opinion poll measuring Americans’ attitudes toward afterschool; educational briefings for federal and state lawmakers on afterschool issues; Lights On Afterschool!, an annual series of nationwide rallies showcasing the benefits of afterschool; and the Afterschool Ambassador program, which helps leaders across the country build grassroots support for afterschool programs.

“The Mott Foundation was critical to the creation of the Afterschool Alliance.  This support comes at a crucial time as we press for new funding for afterschool programs and help existing programs navigate the new economic reality,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “It is more important than ever to support and grow the afterschool programs that keep kids safe, help working families and improve academic achievement.  This funding will help us increase support for afterschool across the country – from the halls of individual schools to the halls of Congress.  It will help us ensure that all children have access to afterschool programs by the year 2010.” 

“The Mott Foundation has maintained a commitment to affordable high-quality afterschool programs since 1935,” Mott Foundation President William S. White said.  “The Afterschool Alliance represents an opportunity to further that commitment by helping insure that every child in America has access to such programs.”

- more -

Add One

The Afterschool Alliance recently opened offices in Washington, D.C. and Flint, Michigan.  The Alliance will expand its highly successful annual Lights On Afterschool! events to more than 5,000 sites across the country on October 10.  Actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger is the National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, a nationwide rally for afterschool programs.

The Afterschool Alliance is entering the third year of its unique Afterschool Ambassador program, which is designed to increase support for afterschool programs at the local and state levels.  Beginning in the fall of 2002, 22 leaders from across the country will serve one-year terms organizing public events, communicating with policy makers and building community support in their hometowns and states for afterschool programs.  

An annual poll – conducted by the Alliance and funded by the Mott Foundation – of registered voters has found broad support for afterschool programs.  More than nine in ten voters (94 percent) agree that, “there should be some type of organized activity or place for children and teens to go after school every day that provides opportunities to learn.”  Three in four call afterschool programs “an absolute necessity” for their communities, while two-thirds think there are “not enough afterschool programs available for children in America today.”  The Alliance will release the results of a 2002 public opinion poll this fall.

A $3 million national public service advertising campaign, What is a Hero? – created by the Advertising Council on behalf of the Afterschool Alliance in 2001 and funded by Mott—has raised awareness of the importance of afterschool programs and generated more than $120 million in donated media.  A new campaign to be unveiled this fall, Afterschool Programs: Ignore Them and They’ll Go Away, will further emphasize the important of continued funding for afterschool programs and their impact on the nation’s youth.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org
The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, established in 1926 in Flint, Michigan, by an automotive pioneer, is a private philanthropy committed to supporting projects that promote a just, equitable and sustainable society.  It supports nonprofit programs throughout the United States and, on a limited geographic basis, internationally.  Grantmaking is focused in four programs:  Civil Society, Environment, Flint Area and Pathways Out of Poverty.  The Foundation, with year-end assets of $2.46 billion, made 647 grants totaling $129.7 million in 2001.  For more information about the Foundation, visit its Web site at www.mott.org.
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