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‘Afterschool Ambassadors’ from 19 States 
Local Leaders to Promote Afterschool during 2002-03 School Year

Washington, DC – The Afterschool Alliance today announced the selection of 22 local leaders from around the nation as Afterschool Ambassadors for the 2002-2003 school year.  All of the Ambassadors lead, direct or provide ongoing support to local afterschool programs, and each will serve a one-year term working to build grassroots support for afterschool.  

Ambassadors were selected from 19 states.  They are associated with programs ranging in size from several hundred to 25,000 students.

“Our Afterschool Ambassadors are working every day to increase opportunities for children and youth,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “They spread the word about the enormous benefits that afterschool programs provide – helping kids learn, keeping them safe, and helping working parents.  In communities across the nation, afterschool programs are helping children succeed in school and in life, thanks to these Ambassadors and other afterschool leaders.  We are so proud that these talented men and women have joined our team.” 

Afterschool Ambassadors serve one-year terms organizing public events, communicating with policy makers and building community support for afterschool.  Each will plan a major event for Lights On Afterschool!, the Afterschool Alliance’s October 10 flagship event, when programs across the country turn their lights on and rally neighborhood support for afterschool.

JCPenney Afterschool is contributing $1,000 to each Ambassador’s afterschool program, and providing significant support for training for each ambassador and for their Ambassador-related activities throughout the year.
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“The Afterschool Ambassadors play an important role in building support from lawmakers and the public for quality afterschool programs,” said Ed Solczak, Director of JCPenney Afterschool.  “Afterschool programs help children flourish while keeping them safe after the school day ends.  JCPenney is deeply committed to afterschool programs.  They make sense for our children, their parents and their communities.”

Nationwide, as many as 15 million latchkey children have no adult supervision during non-school hours.  Afterschool programs offer young people safe, enriching, fun and engaging places to spend the afternoons once the school day is over.  Research shows that afterschool programs are a good investment.  They improve academic achievement, keep kids safe, help working families, and teach children social skills and conflict resolution.  Afterschool programs also lead to increased school attendance and lower dropout rates.

Six of the 2001-2002 Ambassadors were chosen to continue as Ambassadors in the new school year. The 2002-2003 Afterschool Ambassadors are: Deb Ferrin, San Diego, California (returning Ambassador); Jennifer Faber, Ft. Myers/Tallahassee, Florida; Carl Lavender, Jr., St. Petersburg, Florida; Mindy DiSalvo, DeKalb County, Georgia (returning Ambassador); Juan Pablo Herrera, Chicago, Illinois; Lisa Nielsen, Akron, Iowa; Angela Henry, Iola, Kansas (returning Ambassador); Jim Palmer, Sabattus, Maine; Kathleen Conley, Baltimore, Maryland; Tylitha Stewart, Detroit, Michigan; Sherry Comer, Camdenton, Missouri; Susan Bonar, Las Vegas, Nevada; Carolyn Harry, Nixon, Nevada; Elnardo Webster, Newark, New Jersey; Kima Reed, New York, New York; Amy Gordon, Columbus, Ohio (returning Ambassador);  Molly Quinn Philbin, Scranton, Pennsylvania; Anna Land, Austin, Texas; Ronald P. Morris, Dallas, Texas (returning Ambassador);  Binah Palmer, Seattle, Washington; Lynn Sobolov, Morgantown, West Virginia (returning Ambassador); Larry Reed, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Contact information and brief biographies are attached.  

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010. The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  Information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

JCPenney Afterschool supports the Alliance’s Afterschool Ambassadors program, and is the National Presenting Sponsor of Lights On Afterschool! this year.
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2002-2003 Afterschool Ambassadors:

SUSAN BONAR
21st CCLC Programs - Clark County School District

Las Vegas, NV 
sbonar@interact.ccsd.net
SHERRY COMER
Camdenton R-III Schools
Camdenton, MO 
scomer@mail.camdenton.k12.mo.us


KACY CONLEY
YMCA of Central Maryland
Baltimore, MD 
kacyconley@ymcamd.org 

MINDY DISALVO
Family Technologoy Resource Center
Decatur, GA 
disalvom@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
JENNIFER FABER 
Florida Children’s Forum
Ft. Myers, FL 
jlpfaber@aol.com 

DEB FERRIN
San Diego’s “6 to 6” Extended School Day Program

San Diego, CA 
dferrin@sandiego.gov
AMY GORDON
Communities in Schools 
Columbus, OH 
ames8892@aol.com
CAROLYN HARRY
Pyramid Lake Tribe’s Afterschool Learning Centers

Nixon, NV 
carolynhm@powernet.net
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ANGELA HENRY
SAFE BASE, 21stCCLC
Iola, KS 
ahenry@usd257.net
JUAN PABLO HERRERA
Brentano Community Learning Center
Chicago, IL 
juan_pablo98@hotmail.com
ANNA LAND
Heart House and Travis County Afterschool Network
Austin, TX 
anna@hearthouse.org
CARL LAVENDER, JR.
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Suncoast
St. Petersburg, FL 
carl.lavender@bgcsfl.org
RONALD MORRIS
Dallas Independent School District
Dallas, TX 
rmorris@dallasisd.org
LISA NIELSEN
Learning Connections, Akron-Westfield
Akron, IA 
lrnielsen@aw-frontier.akron-westfield.k12.ia.us
BINAH PALMER
School’s Out Washington
Seattle, WA 
bpalmer@schoolsoutwashington.org
JIM PALMER
C.L.A.S.S. 44 – School Union #44
Sabattus, ME 
jpalmer27@hotmail.com
MOLLY QUINN PHILBIN
The BEST Program – Scranton School District
Scranton, PA 
mphilbin@scrsd.org
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KIMA REED
Abyssinian Development Corporation
New York, NY 
kreed@adcorp.org
LARRY REED
MPS - Recreation
Milwaukee, WI 

reedL02@mail.milwaukee.k12.wi.us
LYNN SOBOLOV
Kaleidoscope Community Learning Centers
Morgantown, WV 
lsobolov@access.k12.wv.us
TYLITHA STEWART
City of Detroit – Mayor’s Office
Detroit, MI 
stewartty@mayor.ci.detroit.mi.us
ELNARDO WEBSTER
Office of Extended School Day Programs
Newark, NJ 
elnardowebster@aol.com
#   #   #   #


