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Arnold Schwarzenegger to Lead Nationwide Rallies

For Afterschool on October 10

Afterschool Alliance Organizing 5,000

Lights On Afterschool! Events from Maine to California

WASHINGTON, DC -- Actor and children’s activist Arnold Schwarzenegger will be the honorary chair of the third annual Lights On Afterschool! on Thursday, October 10.  On that day, parents, students, educators, neighbors, community leaders and policy makers will come together to rally for the afterschool programs that keep kids safe and healthy, improve academic achievement and help working families.  Schwarzenegger will celebrate the day in Los Angeles with thousands of students and afterschool supporters at a special citywide event.

“Lights On Afterschool! is a perfect opportunity for Americans to show their support for afterschool programs,” Schwarzenegger said.  “On October 10, at 5,000 events across the country, Americans will send the message that families all over the nation need quality afterschool programs.  I am proud to serve as National Chair of this important event.  Lights On Afterschool! is about keeping our kids safe and helping them succeed in school and in life.”

“The 2002 Lights On Afterschool! will be the biggest event ever held in this nation in support of afterschool,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “On October 10, communities nationwide will demonstrate their support for afterschool programs and press for more resources to make these programs available to all families.”

Budget deficits and a weak economy are creating financial struggles for afterschool programs around the nation.  In many places, lawmakers, advocates and foundations are stepping up to fill the gaps.  In April, New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg restored $10.5 million to the city’s fiscal year 2003 budget for afterschool programs, which had been slated for cuts.  The announcement came on the eve of a rally to save afterschool programs, planned by The After-School Corporation (TASC) and The Coalition for After-School Funding.  In California, Schwarzenegger is the driving force behind Proposition 49, which would increase children’s access to afterschool programs by making grants available to K- 9 public schools. 

The Afterschool Alliance is working to increase funding in the states, and at the federal level to restore the $1.5 billion appropriation for the federal government’s afterschool program, 21st Century Community Learning Centers.  Congress authorized $1.5 billion for this year, but President Bush has proposed cutting that by a third. 

more

Add One

JCPenney Afterschool is the national presenting sponsor of Lights On Afterschool!  

Dozens of organizations that represent the interests of children are participating in Lights On Afterschool!  Partners include America’s Promise; the American Federation of Teachers; Reading is Fundamental; the National Association of Counties; the Council of Chief School Officers; the National Recreation and Park Association; and leading afterschool providers including Boys & Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and YMCA of the USA.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  

JCPenney Afterschool is committed to providing children with high-quality, affordable afterschool programs to help them reach their full potential.  JCPenney Afterschool is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization providing financial and volunteer support to five of America’s leading afterschool advocates – the YMCA of the USA, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and the Afterschool Alliance.  This support helps provide safe, fun and educational afterschool programs and raises awareness of the need for more such programs across the country. 

More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
#   #   #   #

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1092124228.doc
[image: image1.png]K’(’ce\(scixoo( Alliance







