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Arnold Schwarzenegger Encourages Americans to

“Keep the Lights on for Afterschool” in New Public Service Announcement

A familiar voice is urging Americans to join a nationwide rally for afterschool.  Beginning this week, actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger will encourage people in small towns and big cities from coast to coast to show their support for afterschool by joining one of 5,000 Lights On Afterschool! events around the country on October 10.  In a new radio public service announcement being distributed to stations across the country by The Advertising Council, Schwarzenegger says:

“… I want to ask for your help on behalf of America’s children.  At the end of the day, when the school bell rings, millions of America’s young people leave school with nowhere to go and nothing productive to do.  So they get into trouble.  But it doesn’t have to be this way.  Afterschool programs are a proven cost-effective alternative to roaming the streets and getting into trouble.  You know something?  As a child, I had a safe place to go after school where I could do my homework and participate in sports and recreational activities.  Don’t all our children deserve a safe, educationally enriching environment after school?  Support afterschool programs and participate in Lights On Afterschool! on October 10th.  Log onto afterschoolalliance.org for details on the Lights On event in your neighborhood.  Show your support on October 10th and give America’s children the help that they deserve.  Afterschool programs CAN make the difference in a young person’s life, and so can you.”

The Afterschool Alliance is working with afterschool programs and others to organize Lights On Afterschool! events in every state on Thursday, October 10.  JCPenney Afterschool is the National Presenting Sponsor of Lights On Afterschool!, and Schwarzenegger is National Chair of the event for the second consecutive year.  Schwarzenegger will be a featured speaker at the Lights On Afterschool! rally at the Staples Center in Los Angeles.  He is also architect and sponsor of Proposition 49, a ballot measure to provide grants for afterschool programs in California, and co-founder and Chairman of the Board of Inner City Games, which offers afterschool and summer school programs to inner-city youth.  Schwarzenegger was recently named Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance. 

more

Add One

Dozens of organizations that represent the interests of children and families are participating in Lights On Afterschool!  Partners include the American Federation of Teachers; America’s Promise; Council of Chief School Officers; National Association of Counties; National Partnership for Women & Families; Reading is Fundamental; and leading afterschool providers including Boys & Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and YMCA of the USA.

The public service announcement is being distributed to radio stations across the country and can be heard on the Afterschool Alliance website, at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  

JCPenney Afterschool is committed to providing children with high-quality, affordable afterschool programs to help them reach their full potential.  JCPenney Afterschool provides financial and volunteer support to five of America’s leading afterschool advocates – the YMCA of the USA, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and the Afterschool Alliance.  This support helps provide safe, fun and educational afterschool programs and raises awareness of the need for more such programs across the country. 

More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.  
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NOTE:
CDs with the new Schwarzenegger public service announcement on Lights On Afterschool! are available to media from Gretchen Wright at 202/371-1999.

