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Governors, Mayors, Federal and State Legislators

To Participate in Nationwide Rallies for Afterschool on Thursday

Communities in Every State to Call on

Policy Makers to Support Afterschool Programs

On October 10, school children in Washington, D.C. will deliver a message to Congress that is being echoed throughout the country: “We need you to support afterschool programs!”  The U.S. Capitol is one of 5,000 Lights On Afterschool! sites where children, parents, educators and others will come together to show their support for afterschool programs and urge lawmakers to do the same.

In several states, governors, mayors and state and federal legislators are joining Lights On Afterschool! rallies, either in person or by issuing proclamations or resolutions.  At least 25 governors will issue proclamations declaring October 10, “Lights On Afterschool! Day.” 

Connecticut Governor John Rowland will host a Lights On Afterschool! event at the Legislative Office Building in Hartford that will feature a roundtable on the need for afterschool programs in the state.  In Washington State, legislators will participate in a dialogue on afterschool programs and Governor Gary Locke will speak at a news conference at an afterschool program that serves homeless children.  In Dallas, U.S. Representative Pete Sessions (R-TX) will accept an award for his support of afterschool programs at a Lights On Afterschool! event.  

Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn will join children’s activist and actor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson, leaders from LA’s BEST afterschool program and thousands of Los Angeles-area children at a citywide Lights On Afterschool! rally at the Staples Center.  Schwarzenegger is National Chair of Lights On Afterschool! and Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance, which sponsors Lights On Afterschool!  JCPenney Afterschool 

is National Presenting Sponsor of the event.

- more -

Add One

“Afterschool programs around the country are suffering the effects of budget shortfalls at the federal, state and local levels,” Samelson said.  “On October 10, communities all over the country will come together to tell their mayors, governors and legislators that Americans want the lights on after school.”

More than 100 national organizations have signed on to support Lights On Afterschool!  Among them are the: Council of Chief State School Officers; National Association of Counties; National Governors Association; National League of Cities’ Institute for Youth, Education and Families; and Society of State Directors of Health, Physical Education and Recreation. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  

JCPenney Afterschool is committed to providing children with high-quality, affordable afterschool programs to help them reach their full potential.  JCPenney Afterschool provides financial and volunteer support to five of America’s leading afterschool advocates – the YMCA of the USA, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and the Afterschool Alliance.  This support helps provide safe, fun and educational afterschool programs and raises awareness of the need for more such programs across the country. 

More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.  
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