[image: image1.png]K’(’ce\(scixoo( Alliance



MEDIA ALERT





CONTACT:
Gretchen Wright

October 9, 2002







202/371-1999









202/421-5830 – cell

Arnold Schwarzenegger, Miss America, Governors and Mayors

To Lead Rallies for Afterschool from Coast to Coast Thursday

More than 5,000 Rallies in Support of Afterschool Set for October 10

In Los Angeles, actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger will join Mayor James Hahn, actress Rhea Perlman, Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson, leaders from LA’s BEST afterschool program and thousands of children at a citywide rally at the Staples Center.

In Chicago, newly crowned Miss America Erika Harold will speak to school children at Monroe Elementary School, watch a trapeze performance by the students, and then read stories to them.

In Connecticut, Indiana and Washington State, governors will discuss the need to support afterschool programs.  And in cities and towns across America, mayors and other officials will join parents, students, educators, community leaders and others for Lights On Afterschool!, the largest series of rallies ever held for afterschool programs. 

The Afterschool Alliance organized the first Lights On Afterschool! in 2000 to rally support for quality afterschool programs that keep kids safe and healthy, improve academic achievement and help working families.  This year, more than half the governors and hundreds of mayors will proclaim October 10, 2002 “Lights On Afterschool! Day” and half a million Americans are expected to participate in rallies.

Schwarzenegger is National Chair of Lights On Afterschool! and JCPenney Afterschool is National Presenting Sponsor.  The more than 100 national supporting organizations include: Americans for the Arts; Center for the Prevention of School Violence; National Association of School Psychologists; National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy; National Head Start Association; Save the Children; and United National Indian Tribal Youth, Inc. (UNITY).


Information on Lights On Afterschool! events, organized by state, is available online at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

#    #    #    #

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  

JCPenney Afterschool is committed to providing children with high-quality, affordable afterschool programs to help them reach their full potential.  JCPenney Afterschool provides financial and volunteer support to five of America’s leading afterschool advocates – the YMCA of the USA, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and the Afterschool Alliance. 

