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Arnold Schwarzenegger, Miss America, Governors, Mayors, Legislators

Join Parents, Kids & Educators in Nationwide Rallies for Afterschool

Coast-to-Coast Rallies Highlight Widespread Public Support,

Unmet Need for Afterschool Programs

From Maine to Texas to Washington State – and everywhere in between – more than half a million Americans came together today to show their support for the afterschool programs that keep kids safe, improve academic achievement and help working families.  Sponsored by the Afterschool Alliance, Lights On Afterschool! 2002 included more than 5,000 rallies across the country.  It is the largest series of rallies ever held for afterschool programs in the United States.

National Lights On Afterschool! Chairman Arnold Schwarzenegger participated in a citywide rally at Los Angeles’ Staples Center.  Also featured were actress Rhea Perlman, Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn, Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson, leaders of the LA’s BEST afterschool program, JCPenney Afterschool Director Ed Solczak, and thousands of Los Angeles school children.  “Lights On Afterschool! is a perfect opportunity for Americans to show their support for afterschool programs,” Schwarzenegger said.  “I am proud to serve as National Chair of this important event.  Lights On Afterschool! is about keeping our kids safe and helping them succeed in school and in life.”

The newly crowned Miss America, Erika Harold, was the keynote speaker at the Lights On Afterschool! rally at Monroe Elementary School in Chicago.  She also read stories to schoolchildren at the event and watched a student trapeze performance.  

Federal and state policy makers expressed support for afterschool programs at events around the country. Governors in Connecticut, Indiana and Washington State joined rallies for afterschool and were among the more than 25 governors who were scheduled to issue proclamations declaring October 10 “Lights On Afterschool! Day.”  In addition, mayors, state and federal legislators and other officials joined parents, students, educators and community leaders at Lights On Afterschool! events.

In a letter to the Afterschool Alliance, President George W. Bush wrote, “Afterschool programs… provide children with the opportunity to benefit from mentoring and help students learn the value of reading.  They engage students in service and ensure that youth have access to anti-substance abuse programs.  For America’s working families, they provide the confidence that their children are well cared for after the school day ends.”

- more -

Add One

The variety of Lights On Afterschool! rallies reflected the diversity of communities nationwide.  In Atlanta, Georgia, the Georgia Power Company and the Coca-Cola plant kept the lights on to show support for afterschool programs and local children planted chrysanthemums in the shape of a light bulb. In Detroit, Michigan parents and local officials got a taste of afterschool activities in demonstration rooms where children showcased what they have been learning.  And Las Vegas, Nevada played host to a Lights On Afterschool! street fair that included art displays, an exhibit by the local art museum and performances on an outdoor stage.

“All across the country today, Americans made a powerful statement about their support for afterschool programs and for the children they serve,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “In large cities and small towns, people joined together to pledge to find ways to keep the lights on after the school day ends.  Up to 15 million children go to an empty house on any given afternoon, and budget cuts are forcing many of the afterschool programs that do exist to cut hours or services, or even close their doors.  It’s time to make afterschool programs available to all children.  The Afterschool Alliance will build on the success of Lights On Afterschool! to achieve that goal.”

JCPenney Afterschool is the National Presenting Sponsor of Lights On Afterschool!  “Afterschool programs help children flourish while keeping them safe after the school day ends,” said Ed Solczak, Director of JCPenney Afterschool.  “JCPenney is deeply committed to afterschool programs.  They make sense for our children, their parents and their communities.”

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  

JCPenney Afterschool is committed to providing children with high-quality, affordable afterschool programs to help them reach their full potential.  JCPenney Afterschool provides financial and volunteer support to five of America’s leading afterschool advocates – the YMCA of the USA, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 4-H, Junior Achievement and the Afterschool Alliance.  This support helps provide safe, fun and educational afterschool programs and raises awareness of the need for more such programs across the country. 
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