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Open Society Institute Contributes $1.25 Million to

Afterschool Alliance to Help Counter Cuts in Afterschool Programs

Grant to Fund Efforts to Build Support for Afterschool Among Public, Policy Makers

WASHINGTON, DC – At a time when a proposed 40 percent cut in the federal afterschool program – and unprecedented federal, state and local government budget deficits – are jeopardizing afterschool programs nationwide, the Open Society Institute (OSI) is helping to keep program doors open.  For the third year, OSI U.S. Programs afterschool funding will help the Afterschool Alliance demonstrate the need for afterschool programs across the nation and press for increased investment in afterschool programs at every level.  

“The Open Society Institute has long been a powerful champion of afterschool programs,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “Its badly-needed and much-appreciated support will help us confront the budget crises that are threatening to close the doors of afterschool programs.  Now more than ever, we need to give children access to the programs that will keep them safe and healthy, improve their academic achievement and help working families.  This grant will support our work to increase the nation’s investment in afterschool and to build systems and supports for programs in New York and across the country.” 

In 2002, the Afterschool Alliance expanded its operations and outreach, opening offices in D.C., New York City and Flint, Michigan.  On October 10, more than half-a-million people at more than 5,000 sites across the country participated in rallies for afterschool as part of the Alliance’s third annual Lights On Afterschool!  Actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger served as National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, participating in a rally in Los Angeles with Samelson, actress Rhea Perlman, tennis star Monica Seles and Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn.  Schwarzenegger is also Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance.

“The Open Society Institute is deeply committed to programs that support our nation’s children and improve our society,” said Herb Sturz, Chairman of The After-School Corporation, a non-profit organization created by the Open Society Institute in 1998 to enhance the quality and availability of afterschool programs in New York City, New York State and across the nation.  “Our country needs more afterschool programs to help our children succeed.  We are proud to help the Afterschool Alliance achieve its goal of afterschool for all by 2010.”
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Add One

In addition to Lights On Afterschool!, the Afterschool Alliance has launched several successful programs and projects to increase awareness of the benefits of afterschool programs and build public support for these programs.  Among them is the Afterschool Ambassador program, through which leaders from across the country serve one-year terms organizing public events, communicating with policy makers and building community support in their hometowns and states for afterschool programs.  A joint Afterschool Alliance/Advertising Council public service advertising campaign is now in its third year and features television, print and radio spots with the message, Afterschool Programs: Ignore Them and They’ll Go Away.  The organization has also produced consumer publications that provide information on developing, supporting and selecting high quality afterschool programs for children and youth.

To gauge support for afterschool programs, the Alliance conducts an annual public opinion poll.  In 2002, the poll found that nine in ten voters agree that there should be some type of organized activity or place for children to go after school every day that provides opportunities for them to learn.  By a two-to-one margin (59 to 28 percent), voters said they disagreed with President Bush’s decision to “not increase funding for afterschool programs beyond their current level.”  Since the poll was released, President Bush has proposed cutting funding for the federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers afterschool program by 40 percent.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org
The Open Society Institute’s U.S. Programs support initiatives in a range of social areas, including access to justice for low- and moderate-income people; independence of the judiciary; ending the death penalty; reducing gun violence and over-reliance on incarceration; drug policy reform; inner-city education and youth programs; reproductive health and choice; campaign finance reform; and improved care of the dying. 
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